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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials expressed 
their reservations about a 
potential co-location at a 
Queens Village middle school 
in a letter sent to city Schools 
Chancellor Carmen Farina 
and Vanessa Leung, the chair-
woman of the Panel for Educa-
tional Policy. 

The lawmakers who signed 
the letter included Queens 
Borough President Melinda 
Katz, state Sen. Leroy Comrie 
(D-Hollis) and Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), the head of the city 
Council’s Education Commit-
tee. In the letter, they wrote 
that they were concerned that 
the proposed co-location of In-
termediate School 109 at 213-
10 92 Ave. with New Visions 
Charter High School for the 
Humanities IV would have 
poor consequences for IS 109.

“The objections of 1,200-
plus parents and community 
members who have signed the 
IS l09 Parent Teacher Associa-
tion’s petition must be taken 
into account when evaluating 
this proposal,” the signees 
wrote. “Their concerns about 
safety, security and adverse ef-
fects on the students’ learning 
experience are absolutely val-
id and must not be ignored.”

The legislators said that 
they felt that co-location deci-
sions were often considered to 
be a form of surrender  on the 
part of the Department of Edu-

BY BILL PARRY

Mayor Bill de Blasio told 
officials at the city DOT 
Wednesday to ignore Com-
munity Board 4 and to include 
bike lanes when the $100 mil-
lion reconstruction project 
for Queens Boulevard begins 
Phase Two  in July. On Tues-
day night, CB4 Chairman 
Louis Walker pushed a motion 
to vote on the plan without in-
cluding the bike lanes and it 
passed by a 31-1 vote.

Following a DOT presenta-
tion of the plan, board mem-
bers questioned the loss of 88 
parking spots along the com-
mercial to make way for the 
bike lanes, one questioned if 
there had been enough out-
reach to Elmhurst’s large 
immigrant community, and 
District Manager Christian 
Cassagnol pointed out that 
there had been “zero bicycle 
death” on the boulevard from 
74th Strret to Eliot Avenue 
where Phase Two will be im-
plemented.

That’s when Walker 
dropped his bombshell.

“I don’t think Queens Bou-
levard is necessarily the place 
for a bike lane. Put it on Wood-
side Avenue or Grand Avenue” 
he said. “This is not a park, 
this is a heavily traveled ve-
hicular roadway.”

That set off a chaotic scene 
inside the ballroom of Italian 
Charities of America where 

the vote was held. Cycling and 
street safety advocates, who 
had been shouted down by 
board members all evening, 
erupted in anger as several 
members of the board who sup-
ported the bikes lane stormed 
out of the meeting. Some didn’t 
notice the vote taking place. 

Less than a day later, the 
mayor put his foot down.

“I respect those who dis-
agree with us, but in the end, 
the safety of our neighbors and 
our children is the most funda-
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Safe streets advocate Lizi Rahman 
is relieved that Mayor de Blasio 
overruled CB4's rejection of a 
bike lane while Councilman Daniel 
Dromm called it an essential 
component to providing a saf-
er Queens Boulevard.  
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Saying Yes! to the dress at the PAL's Edward Byrne Center in 
South Jamaica, these young ladies are among more than 100 
high schoolers who picked out their prom gowns from racks 
of donated dresses, shoes and jewelry. See coverage on 
Pages 3, 28.  Photo by Michael Shain 
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BY BILL PARRY

The city pitched its Brook-
lyn-Queens Connector street-
car proposal in its first public 
visioning session Monday in 
Astoria. Many in the crowd 
of 75 at the Variety Boys & 
Girls Club were skeptical of 
the cost-benefit of the $2.5 bil-
lion project that would con-
nect 16 miles of East River 
waterfront from Astoria to 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn.

“It’s not a little amount of 
money and you have to won-
der why can’t you just send a 
bus along the route,” retired 
construction worker Pete 
Trivias asked. “Why do all 
this cost now when you could 
provide the buses and you’re 
done?”

According to 2014 census 
data presented at the meet-
ing, 58 percent of residents 
living along the route do not 
own cars and 67 percent use 
public transit to get to work, 
but many of the commuters 
live more than a half mile 
away from a subway stop and 
could use a more efficient way 
to travel between boroughs.

“The MTA can be a pain 
sometimes,” Astoria resident 
Andre Stithe said. “Trains 
are hard. Buses are hard. You 
know it gives you a faster way 
of moving around and for me 

it will be good.”
Officials from the city’s 

Economic Development Cor-
poration and Department of 
Transportation made a pre-
sentation to the crowd.

“The mode of transit, in 
part, needs to be responsive 
to density,” Deputy Commis-
sioner Ryan Russo said. “We 
have to think hard about 
the best way over the long 
term to serve what is an exit-
ing amount of development, 
change and job generation so 
that’s where the vision comes 
from.”

A combined 700,000 live 
or work along the route that 
NYCEDC President Maria 
Torres-Springer called “the 
spine” of the city’s new econ-
omy.

“The Brooklyn-Queens 
waterfront is one of the fast-
est growing parts of the city’s 
new economy,” she said. “The 
BQX will connect neighbor-
hoods that are traditionally 
underserved by mass transit 
with access to new opportu-
nities in both boroughs. We 
will continue to engage com-
munities throughout this 
process to ensure every need 
and concern is throroughly 
considered.”

Construction on the street-
car is not expected to begin 
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BY MARK HALLUM
 
Neir’s Tavern held a rally 

with Councilwoman Elizabeth 
Crowley (D-Middle Village) 
Saturday to create awareness 
of the need for the Landmark 
Preservation Committee to ap-
prove its application. 

Loycent Gordon, the owner 
of Neir’s Tavern at 87-48 78th 
St.  , put in an application to 
have the building landmarked 
in August 2015 and there has 
yet to be approval from the 
LPC.

“The purpose of today is to 
raise awareness for landmark 
status for Neir’s Tavern,” Gor-
don told the 50 or so people at 
the rally. “Elizabeth Crowley 
has been a driving force in 
terms of her political connec-
tion to try to push this for-
ward. Another organization 
that is coming together today 
is the Historic Districts Coun-
cil of New York City.  They 
advocate for landmark status 
and they’ve partnered up with 
us.” 

The 180-year-old establish-
ment has been a hangout for 
Woodhaven residents since the 
days when the Union Course 

Horse Racing Track was situ-
ated along 78th Street, and the 
aesthetic appeal of the interior 
has drawn the likes of Martin 
Scorsese and other filmmak-
ers. 

The tavern, known to many 
as the oldest continuously op-
erating bar in New York City, 
also serves as a unique loca-
tion for the film industry. The 
mafia classic “Goodfellas” 
had scenes that were filmed 
in Neir’s, according to the tav-
ern’s website, and the Emmy 
Award-winning show “New 
York Originals” also shot 
scenes at the bar.

“I’m a firefighter and a 
business owner who’s trying to 
make things happen,”Gordon 
said. “ I’ve been waiting to do 
this for several years, and now 
we have a concerted effort to 
push that agenda forward.”

Maria Thomson is the ex-
ecutive director of the Wood-
haven Business Improvement 
District and an advocate for 
Neir’s achieving landmark 
status. According to Thomson, 
the other attempts to achieve 
this goal have been fruitless, 
but she believes the work that 
Gordon and Crowley are doing 

are part of a different, more ef-
fective approach.

A renovation took place 
once Gordon purchased  the 
business, Thomson said, but 
most of the features are origi-
nal. The entire building is clad 
in ancient cedar, the inside has 
pressed tin ceilings and walls 
and the front door dog-ears the 
corner of the building.

“Neir’s is already a land-
mark in the eyes of countless 
people, and is really like no 
other place in the city. It has 
lasted through generations 
upon generations of patrons 
and is a staple in Woodhaven,” 
Crowley said. “It is the feel-
ing of familiarity, family and 
community that makes Neir’s 
more than just a bar—it is 
home, it is part of our lives. 
The LPC should more often 
look towards our borough of 
rich, historic treasures... Dur-
ing a time when development 
is on the rise in our city, so 
many mom-and-pop stores and 
small businesses lose out to 
bigger companies. We cannot 
risk that happening to Neir’s 
Tavern.”

Continued on Page 53

Astoria residents question the Brooklyn-Queens Connector proj-
ect during a visioning session with city officials Monday. 

Photo courtesy Constantinides' office

Patrons and politicians rally for Neir's Tavern to receive landmark status. Photo by Michael Shain 

Astorians fi rst to have
BQX street car session

Neir’s Tavern rally
Community, Crowley call for landmarking of historic bar
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BY MARK HALLUM

The PAL Eddie Byrne Cen-
ter in Jamaica hosted this 
year’s Prom Impact, a dona-
tion service in which under-
privileged high school stu-
dents could find formal wear 
for their proms free of charge. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
coordinators and donors, stu-
dents from across Queens were 
able to find dresses and suits 
to both impress their peers on 
the big night and be worn for 
years to come. 

Detective Tanya Duheney 
from the 113th Police Pre-
cinct’s Community Affairs 
unit has organized the event 
for the past four years. Giving 
back to the community is an 
important part of her life. Ac-
cording to Duheney and her 
partner, Dorrin Ferguson, do-
nations and turnout went far 
beyond expectations.

“Our goal was 100, but we 
wound up with 400 dresses 
and about 300 pairs of shoes,” 
Duheney said. “The teenagers 

here aren’t able to go to their 
proms because they couldn’t 
afford to buy prom dresses. 
When I mentioned it to them 
during our mentor program, 
they loved it.”

The detective recalled her 
own experience preparing for 
the prom.

“I wasn’t able to buy a $400 
dress for my prom, my dress 
was made,” she said, “So for 
me to bring this to these girls, 
it’s a thrill for me. I’m so hap-
py.”

One by one, girls came out 
of the dressing room with a 
dress that was just right for 
them.

Mercedes Delbrune, 18, at-
tends the Academy of Medical 
Technology in Far Rockaway 
and was able to find a dress to 
her liking after one of the vol-
unteers made a recommenda-
tion for her. 

“I love it. It’s a halter, it has 
rhinestones on it. Its black 
and flowing. It’s perfect,” Mer-
cedes said. “Prom means ev-
erything is open, we’re going 

to have to grow up, pay bills. 
We just want to have fun.  It’s 
going to be our last time being 
out together.”

Brianna Cannon, 18, from 
Benjamin Cardozo High School 
in Bayside, talked about how 
she was able to score a dress 
that matched her personality. 

“I found this dress after 
looking through all the other 
dresses. I knew that it was go-
ing to work for me because it’s 
so sparkly,” Brianna said. “I 
don’t have to worry about buy-
ing a dress. They can go up to 
$600, and people donated these. 
All I have to worry about is my 
ticket.”

Suits are also provided by 
Prom Impact, and Sgt. Jay 
Clark hopes that the slick at-
tire will be used for more than 
just one occasion. 

“We’re trying to dress 
them for success, not just for 
the prom,” Clark said. “Maybe 
something they can take Mom 
out in for Mother’s Day in, a 
job interview or a college in-
terview.”

Mercedes Delbrune, 18, found the perfect dress at Prom Impact hosted 
by NYPD. Photo by Michael Shain 

Prom Impact brings joy to students across Queens
NYPD hosts dress and tuxedo giveaway at PAL center in Jamaica to help high schoolers in need
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Caregivers of ill or dis-
abled family members living 
in New York City have new 
protections under the law, 
and most private and pub-
lic employers will be barred 
from discriminating against 
someone because they have 
caregiving responsibilities 
outside the workplace. 

Several Queens legisla-
tors, included Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills), were strong support-
ers of the legislation.

“Imagine an employee 
with a parent at home who 
requires constant care and 
attention due to some mental 
or physical condition. And, 
the individual or agency that 
cares for the parent in the 
absence of the working child, 
serves notice that the hours of 
service have to change,” said 

Koslowitz, who co-sponsored 
the bill. “Should that em-
ployee lose their job because 
an employer does not want to 
change a work schedule en-
abling the employee to be at 
home at a different time?”

The new protections, 
which were signed into law 
by Mayor Bill de Blasio in 
January and enacted May 4, 
pertain to people caring for 
children under the age of 18, 
as well as those who care for 
parents, children, siblings, 
spouses, grandparents or 
grandchildren who have a 
disability. Any employer with 
four or more employees must 
follow the new regulations, 
and they protect both employ-
ees and job applicants.

Councilwoman Deborah 
Rose (D-Staten Island) was 
the primary sponsor of the 
bill. She said that many par-

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Faculty who work for the 
schools that make up the City 
University of New York sys-
tem are voting this week on 
whether to authorize a strike 
because of the lack of a con-
tract, according to the union 
representing them.

The Professional Staff Con-
gress, which represents more 
than 25,000 CUNY employees, 
began conducting a vote May 2 
to authorize a strike. The vote 
was held online, as well as by 
phone or mail and continued 
until May 11 at midnight. The 
decision was scheduled to be 
announced late this week. 
More than 5,000 members of 
the PSC have publicly pledged 
to vote yes on the strike autho-
rization.

The vote to authorize a 
strike does not make a strike 

inevitable, but gives union 
leadership leverage during 
contract negotiations. In a 
letter to union members, Bar-
bara Bowen, the president of 
the PSC, stressed that a strike 
would not be called at any 

point during the current aca-
demic year or during the sum-
mer. The earliest the strike 
would come, she wrote, would 
be in the fall of 2016.  

“We will work with CUNY 

BY MADINA TOURE

State Assemblyman Ron 
Kim (D-Flushing) said Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s announce-
ment that only 143 out of 5,000 
nail salons are guilty of wage 
violations indicates that he 
has been unfairly demonizing 
Asian nail salon owners. Most 
of the salons are in Queens 
and Brooklyn.

 Cuomo said Monday the 
New York State Nail Salon 
Industry Enforcement Task 
Force has directed 143 nail 
salons to pay $2 million in un-
paid wages and damages to 652 
employees. 

“New York state is cracking 
down like never before on the 
unscrupulous individuals that 
take advantage of the hard-
working people they employ,” 
Cuomo said. “A fair day’s wage 
for a fair day’s work is a prin-
ciple that this state was built 
upon and this administration 
is committed to stopping em-
ployers who exploit workers 
and deny them what they are 
rightfully owed.”

Kim said the announce-
ment lacked transparency be-

cause Cuomo has not indicated 
how the figures were obtained, 
including comprehensive data 
for all the business owners in-
spected. 

He also said that when the 

$2 million amount is divided 
up among the 600 employees, 
“it’s like roughly $2 to $3 a day 
for each employee.” 

“Those workers that are 
getting the back wages, even if 

there’s one store, those work-
ers deserve (it)...I’m not try-
ing to downplay any of the bad 
operators and what they’re 
guilty of,” Kim said. “What I 
am questioning, though, is the 

one year of selective enforce-
ment and the outcome that the 
governor produced. Does that 
warrant the decision mak-
ing?”

After a New York Times 
investigative report in May on 
nail salon abuses of personnel, 
Cuomo launched a task force 
and imposed emergency regu-
lations May 18 to crack down 
on violations. 

Kim has argued that Cuo-
mo has extended his state of 
emergency three times to uni-
laterally take punitive mea-
sures against nail salon work-
ers and owners.

The assemblyman and state 
Sen. Jesse Hamilton (D-Brook-
lyn) are pushing for new legis-
lation that would require the 
task force and other relevant 
state agencies to disclose more 
specific information about the 
sites probed.

Kim said Cuomo and his 
task force’s use of state re-
sources likely led to micro-tar-
geting of mostly Asian-Ameri-
can small business owners. 

The Transparency in En-
forcement Act would require 

CUNY faculty voted on whether to authorize a strike after working with-
out a contract for the past six years.  Courtesy of thedailyelephant.com

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has ordered 143 nail salons to pay $2 million in damages and back wages to 600 
 employees.

Nail salons owe $2M to employees
Assemblyman Kim says only 143 of 5,000 establishments ordered to pay back workers

CUNY staff takes strike vote 
to negotiate new labor pact

Law guards caregivers 
from discrimination

Continued on Page 32Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 26
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

D’aja Robinson, 14, was on 
her way home from a Sweet 
Sixteen party when a bullet 
smashed a window on a Q6 
bus she had just boarded and 
killed her. Now, nearly three 
years later, Kevin McClinton, 
24, has been convicted of her 
murder.

The conviction of McClin-
ton came following a three-
week trial before Queens Su-
preme Court Justice Gregory 

Lasak. McClinton, of Rosedale, 
has been held without bail 
since his arrest and extradi-
tion from South Carolina in 
November 2013. He faces 25 
years to life in prison on sen-
tencing on June 8,2016.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown said the girl 
was en route home from a 
party the evening of May 18, 
2013, when she walked to a bus 
stop at 125-60 Sutphin Blvd. in 
Jamaica.

Authorities allege that 

Shamel Capers, then 15, of 
Brooklyn opened fire at the 
Q6 bus and McClinton, then 
21, grabbed the handgun from 
Capers and resumed the gun-
fire, striking D’aja in the head. 
She was dead on arrival at a 
Queens hospital.

Capers, arrested July 14, 
2014, is awaiting trial.

Raymond Kelley, the New 
York City police commission-
er at the time, said he did not 
believe McClinton intended to 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

State Senate Majority Lead-
er John Flanagan (R-Smith-
town) offered a harsh assess-
ment of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
and Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña’s testimony before 
the Senate’s education com-
mittee in Albany last week in 
support of an extension of may-
oral control of the city’s public 
school system. 

The critique comes before 
a second meeting to be held in 
the city May 19 to determine 
whether the mayor should 
have direct accountability for 
the city’s public schools.

“Too often, the mayor 
showed a disturbing lack of 
personal knowledge about the 
city schools. In addition, he 
has left too many unanswered 

questions and failed to provide 
specifics on many of the is-
sues raised by my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle,” 
Flanagan said in a statement 
after the testimony. “Until 
that occurs, I will not entrust 

this mayor with the awesome 
responsibility of operating the 
New York City school system.”

De Blasio testified before 
the Education Committee 
to urge them to extend may-
oral control for another seven 
years. Last year, the state 
Legislature passed a one-year 
extension of mayoral control 
after a series of negotiations 
between de Blasio and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo. The one-year 
extension was considered a 
defeat for the mayor, and the 
agreement also boosted the 
number of charter schools 
that would be allowed to open 
in New York City. 

A spokesman for the mayor 
responded to Flangan’s state-
ment by touting de Blasio’s 
educational record.

BY MADINA TOURE
 
Although Mayor Bill de 

Blasio, City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito and 
others praised the passage of 
a bill instituting a minimum 
5-cent grocery bag fee, some 
maintain it will adversely af-
fect low- and middle-income 
individuals and families.

The City Council passed 
the bill, which advocates con-
tend will reduce plastic-bag 
waste in New York City, by a 
vote of 28-20. The legislation 
will go into effect in October 
2016. 

The mayor said his ad-
ministration has committed 
to sending zero waste to land-
fills by 2030 in the OneNYC 
plan and that the city is 
partnering with the Food In-
dustry Alliance and the New 
York Metropolitan Retail As-
sociation to distribute reus-
able bags to New Yorkers.

“The Department of Sani-
tation projects that this 5-cent 
fee could reduce plastic and 
paper bag waste by approxi-
mately 60 percent, based on 
the experiences of other cit-
ies,” de Blasio said.

Queens Council members 
who voted in favor of the bill 
include Councilmen Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria), 
Peter Koo (D-Flushing), 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights), Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside), Paul Vallone 
(D-Bayside), Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), I. Daneek 
Miller (D-St. Albans), Eliza-
beth Crowley (D-Middle Vil-
lage) and Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst).

“The unsustainable sta-
tus quo must be addressed 
by finding ways to encourage 
sustainable habits,” Constan-
tinides said. 

Councilwoman Karen Ko-
slowitz (D-Forest Hills) and 
Councilmen Rory Lancman 
(D-Hillcrest), Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens) 
and Eric Ulrich (R-Ozone 
Park) voted against the bill. 
Councilman Ruben Wills (D-
South Ozone Park) was not 
present for the vote due to 
medical reasons.

Koslowitz said a better 
incentive would have been a 
5-cent discount for customers 
who bring a bag with them to 
the grocery store.

She said there are people 
in her district who live on 
fixed incomes and she had re-
ceived “so many phone calls” 
about the bill.

“Even now when I’m walk-
ing in the street, people stop 
and say, ‘Thank you for vot-
ing against it,’” she said. 

Ahead of the vote, Groden-
chik said the City Council is 
placing “yet another burden” 
on working men, women and 
seniors.  

“If this intro passes and 
is signed into law and three-
quarters of the bags are 
no longer dispensed, that 
would still leave us with 
2,325,000,000 bags being dis-
pensed annually,” Groden-
chik said. “At a nickel a pop, 
that is $116,250,000 flowing 
directly out of the wallets of 
New Yorkers and into mer-
chants’ hands.”

City Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito said 
the city has always worked 
toward the goal of being an 
environmentally responsible 
city.

“With this legislation, 
we can take a step toward a 
cleaner and sustainable city 
by incentivizing New York-
ers to not add to the billions 

Council members are split over a new minimum 5-cent grocery bag 
fee. Photo by Richard Drew/AP

Nearly three years after a 14-year-old girl at this Sutphin Avenue bus stop was slain by a stray bullet, the 
shooter, 24-year-old Kevin McClinton,  was convicted this week.  

Queens pols divided 
over grocery bag fee

De Blasio touts school control

Justice in ’13 bus slay
Rosedale man convicted of killing D’aja Robinson

Continued on Page 32

Continued on Page 26

Continued on Page 53

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Members of the Jamaica 
NOW Leadership Council 
visited Thomas Edison High 
School Monday for a tour of 
some of the school’s 12 career 
pathway tracts. 

Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz and Councilman 
Barry Grodenchik (D-Oakland 
Gardens) accompanied the 
members of the council on the 
tour. The event highlighted 
the importance of the school 
in the Jamaica NOW Action 
Plan, which asks the council to 
ensure that students have in-
creased “access to work-based 
learning” in the community.

“The school gave me the 
skills to move up to where I 
am today,” said Moses Ojeda, 
the principal and an alumnus 
of the school. “When the com-
munity comes together, we 
can have a big impact on these 
youngsters.”

The 12 career and technical 
education programs offers a 
three-year automotive repair 
sequence, electrical installa-

tion and medical assisting, the 
latter the first CTE of its kind 
in the state.

Ojeda said the school was 
thriving, but it needed assis-
tance in reaching out to area 
businesses to alert them that 
students were ready to work 
at internship or job opportuni-
ties during summers or after 
graduation. He noted that all 
students in the medical assis-
tance program were properly 
certified by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration.

The tour included stops in 
some of the CTE classrooms 
as well as a visit to the school’s 
Model United Nations class, 
where students spoke about 
their “Shop in a Box” project  
that would include materials 
and resources that could be 
sent to non-profits and organi-
zations throughout the world.

According to the students, 
the boxes would include medi-
cal supplies and electronics, 
including a portable DVD 
player that could play videos 
created by the students in-

structing viewers on how to 
use the supplies. The teacher 
said a box could even include 
parts for a tiny robot that 
could be assembled on site to 
search rubble for survivors af-
ter a disaster.

The Jamaica NOW Action 
Plan is a listing of 21 differ-
ent proposals to strengthen 
the neighborhood’s economic 

potential. One of the proposed 
actions is to improve the ties 
between the high school and 
local businesses to promote 
better job opportunities for stu-
dents. According to the plan, 
the leadership council has up 
to three years to achieve suc-
cess with this goal. Deepmalya 
Ghosh, an associate executive 
director at the Child Center 

of NY and a member of the 
council, said that the tour was 
a necessary first step to build-
ing relationships between the 
school and the community.

“It really speaks to start-
ing here, feeling a collective 
sort of interest and building 
from there,” he said. “The first 
year of Jamaica NOW was re-
ally finding our way, and sort 
of looking at the relationships 
that are here that we can lever-
age.”

One of the members of the 
council on the tour was Mont-
gomery J. Wilkinson, an alum-
nus of the class of 2006. He said 
working in the architectural 
design program at Thomas 
Edison High School helped 
him create a robust design 
portfolio. He said such an op-
portunity may not have been 
available at a regular school.

“If you didn’t have a trade, 
you may not have had a port-
folio,” he said. “Being able to 
come out of school with a skill 
and a certification is what we 
need more of today.”

Councilman Barry Grodenchik (c) and Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz (r) hear about the collision repair and refinishing technology pro-
gram at Thomas Edison CTE High School. Photo by Patrick Donachie

Jamaica community leaders tour CTE high school
Principal seeks strong relationships with businesses to fi nd job opportunities for students
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BY BILL PARRY

For too many years he has watched 
car dealerships and auto body shops 
along Northern Boulevard parking 
vehicles on public sidewalks and now 
City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer 
(D-Sunnyside) is doing something 
about it. Last week he introduced two 
bills cracking down on businesses 
citywide that park cars on sidewalks, 
creating a hazard for pedestrians who 
are forced to walk on the street. 

Sidewalk parking by business is not 
only particularly dangerous for people 
with disabilities or parents with young 
children, it causes structural damage 
to sidewalks, which are not designed to 
hold the weight of parked cars. While 
it is currently illegal to park on a city 
sidewalk, the law is under-enforced 
and for many businesses, the $115 tick-
et is not a deterrent. 

Majority Leader Van Bramer’s 
bills will hit businesses where it hurts 
by increasing fines and allowing the 
Department of Consumer Affairs to 
revoke the business licenses of repeat 
offenders.

 “When businesses use sidewalks 
as parking lots, it puts communities in 
danger,” Van Bramer said. “Too often, 
these establishments figure in the oc-
casional parking ticket as just a cost 

of doing business. We need to hit them 
where it hurts. My bills, introduced 

with Council member Espinal, will in-
crease fines and allow the Department 

of Consumer Affairs to suspend or 
revoke the business licenses of repeat 
violators. By punishing businesses in 
a real and tangible way, we can get cars 
off the sidewalks and keep communi-
ties safe.”

The first bill, Intro 1179-2016, makes 
parking vehicles in a sidewalk or 
crosswalk a violation for the following 
types of DCA-licensed businesses: used 
car dealers, parking garages and lots, 
tow companies, and car washes. The 
bill states the commissioner will sus-
pend or revoke the license of business-
es found to be in violation more than 
twice in one year. The second bill, In-
tro 1180-2016, directs the commission-
er of Finance to implement increasing 
penalties for repeat violators.

“It is absolutely unacceptable for 
car dealerships to use the pedestrian 
sidewalk as an extra parking lot for 
their vehicle inventory,” Make Queens 
Safer Co-founder Laura Newman said. 
“Cars on the sidewalk force pedestri-
ans into traffic. Car dealerships tend 
to be on heavily trafficked roadways 
where pedestrians are placed at great 
risk stepping off the curb and into on-
coming traffic. The sidewalk is the pe-
destrian safe zone.” 

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer introduces legislation that would punish businesses that 
park cars on public sidewalks.

Van Bramer goes after sidewalk parkers
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BY BILL PARRY
 
An Astoria street was co-

named in honor of the late 
community leader Demetris 
Kastanas last Saturday. 
Family members and com-
munity leaders joined City 
Councilman Costa Constan-
tinides (D-Astoria) and state 
Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas (D-Astoria) at the 
intersection of 31st Avenue 
and Steinway Street where 
“Demetris Kastanas Way” 
was unveiled.

Kastanas founded the Na-
tional Greek Channel  pro-
gram in 1975 and expanded 
the program into its own 
channel in 1987. He also 
founded Eseis Magazine, a 
biweekly publication that fo-
cused on issues affecting the 
Greek-American community 
as a whole.

Through these forms of 
media, he created an oppor-
tunity for the Greek-Amer-
ican community, many of 
whom were not native Eng-
lish speakers, to directly en-
gage with news and current 
events.

“Demetris Kastanas 
helped promote Hellenism 
and democratic values 
throughout his life,” Con-
stantinides said. “We honor 
him because he served as a 
great example of civic engage-
ment. As the founder of the 
first Greek-language chan-
nel, he made news and enter-
tainment accessible to Greek 
Americans throughout our 
city and our country.”

Kastanas also spread 
awareness of charitable 
causes and helped raise do-
nations for worthy organiza-

tions such as the Greek Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund.

“Kastanas was a televi-
sion pioneer whose hard work 
and dedication touched and 
bettered the lives of so many 
Greek immigrants and Greek 
Americans,” Simotas said. “I 
have such fond memories of 
my time visiting his station 
to express my best wishes to 
his listeners for the holidays 
and special occasions, both 
as a young student and in my 
current role representing our 
Astoria community.”

Kastanas died in 2013 at 
the age of 70 due to compli-
cations following open heart 
surgery.

State Sen. Michael Gia-
naris (D-Astoria) said there is 
not a single Greek American 
in New York whose life was 
not touched by Kastanas.

“I have fond memories of 
watching his Saturday after-
noon television show with 
my grandmother when I was 
a child, as it was the center 
of the Greek community at 
the time,” he said. “It is an 
honor to continue his legacy 
through the addition of ‘Dem-
etris Kastanas Way’ right 
here in Astoria.”

Meanwhile, 104th Street 
and 48th Avenue in Corona 
was co-named for the late Ed-
ward Guida Satuday. Guida, 
born and raised in Corona, 
was a longtime  city marshal 
who had a difficult job evict-
ing people from their busi-
nesses and apartments, but 
would slow his jobs down 
for holidays, according to 
City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copelend (D-East 
Elmhurst).

BY MADINA TOURE

A University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas professor who 
wrote a book exploring the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
death of 29-year-old Kew Gar-
dens resident Kitty Genovese, 
an Italian-American woman 
stabbed to death in 1964, at-
tacked and outlined the me-
dia coverage of the crime at a 
discussion at Queens College 
Monday afternoon. 

Marcia Gallo, associate pro-
fessor of history at the Univer-
sity of Nevada, Las Vegas, pub-
lished “‘No One Helped’: Kitty 
Genovese, New York City and 
the Myth of Urban Apathy” in 
2015, which explores the story 
of Catherine “Kitty” Genove-
se, whose rape and murder in 
Kew Gardens shaped the nar-
rative of bystanders who failed 
to help their neighbors.

Gallo said she wanted her 
book to focus more on the life 
of Genovese, which she said 
“was basically erased from the 
story.” Genovese was raised in 
Brooklyn but spent more than 
half of her life in Queens.

But she could not find 
sources, especially in Geno-
vese’s own words.

“I had to try to understand 
the story and as I became more 
and more fascinated by the 
story and the way it was con-
structed, I realized there was a 
story behind the story as there 
often is and that I had to start 
with the contradictions in the 
narrative,” Gallo said. 

Genovese, the manager of 
a Hollis bar, arrived home at 
3:20 a.m. at 82-62 Austin St., an 
apartment house in Kew Gar-
dens next to the LIRR station 
on March 13, 1964 . Winston 
Moseley, then 29 and a South 
Ozone Park business ma-
chine operator, who recently 
died after 52 years in prison, 
was driving a Covair, got out, 
chased after Genovese and 
stabbed her.

A New York Times story 
written by Martin Gansberg 
under the direction of A.M. 
Rosenthal, the metro editor 
at the time, in March 1964 
claimed that “38 respectable, 
law-abiding citizens in Queens 
watched a killer stalk and stab 
a woman in three separate at-
tacks in Kew Gardens.” The 
story was headlined “37 Who 
Saw Murder Didn’t Call the 
Police.” 

Gallo said the fact that Gen-

ovese was a lesbian and had a 
lover, Mary Ann Zielonko, 
with whom she shared her 
apartment, was not included 
in stories about the crime. 

She also said there was lit-
tle attention given to Moseley’s 
other victims, also Queens 
residents. 

After Moseley was arrested 
on March 19, 1964, he con-
fessed to killing Genovese as 
well as South Ozone Park resi-
dent Annie Mae Johnson, 24, 
an African-American woman, 
in February 1964, and Spring-
field Gardens resident Barba-
ra Kralik, 15, in July 1963.

She noted that at the time 
there was a lot of civil rights 
activism, which was reflected 
in New York Times headlines 
at the time. 

Changing white liberal 
attitudes about race and the 
silences surrounding Mose-
ley’s other victims shaped the 
Genovese narrative, she said, 
which Rosenthal reflected 
on in his book, “Thirty-Eight 
Witnesses: The Kitty Geno-
vese Case.” 

“In his writings, Rosenthal 
is  equating anti-racist activ-
ism with ‘impersonal social 
action’ and charging both 
black and white New Yorkers 

who were involved in the inte-
gration fight with insensitivi-
ty and indifference,” she said.

There are a number of 
details about her neighbors’ 
actions that are now known, 
Gallo said. 

For example, the noisy bar 
right up the street from where 
Genovese was attacked twice 
by Moseley ended up getting 
closed that night due to loud 
fights, a regular occurrence 
at the bar. Some neighbors 
thought Genovese’s  screams 
when she was attacked came 
from people leaving the noisy 
bar right or a domestic dis-
pute.

She also noted that two of 
her neighbors called the police 
and it was in response to the 
last that the police finally ar-
rived “to find Kitty bleeding 
profusely and being cradled 
in her neighbor’s arms as they 
waited for an ambulance.”

“She died on the way to the 
hospital but she was not alone 
in those final moments of her 
life,” she said.

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The family of Demetris Kastana holds his street sign alongside 
Councilman Costa Constantinides and Assemblywoman Aravella 
Simotas. Photo courtesy Constantinides' office

University of Nevada—Las Vegas professor Marcia Gallo said Kitty 
Genovese's neighbors were vilified by the news media.  

Photo by Madina Toure

Kitty’s death revisited
Author studies media coverage of Genovese slaying

Two streets co-named
to honor civic leaders

Continued on Page 26
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POLICE 

Blotter
WOODSIDE — The NYPD was ask-

ing for the public’s assistance identify-
ing an individual with ties to an assault 
that happened within the confines of 
the 108th Precinct.

On Sunday, May 1, at about 5:15 p.m., 
a 74-year-old woman was walking down 
the stairs of the 65th Street subway sta-
tion when an unknown male walking 
the opposite direction punched her in 
head, according to police. 

The victim was treated at Elmhurst 
General Hospital and released.

The man was described as black, 
about 5-foot-10 and last seen wearing a 
red jacket with blue jeans, police said.

Surveillance footage captured the 
incident, which took place at the inter-
section of 69th Street and 38th Avenue, 
police said. 

Anyone with information regard-
ing the man depicted in the police pho-
tograph is urged to contact NYPD.

HOLLIS — The NYPD was seeking the pub-
lic’s help in trying to locate a Hollis resident 
who was reported missing.

Police said Max Telesford, 50, was last seen 
at his residence on 203rd Street at about 3 p.m.,  
April 19. 

Telesford was described as a black man, 
5-feet-10, weighing 150 pounds, with a very 
thin build, a medium complexion, brown eyes 
and graying beard and hair. According to the 
NYPD, he was last seen wearing blue jeans 
and a black sweater.

The NYPD also released a photo of the miss-
ing man, and requested that anyone with in-
formation about Telesford to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1 (800)-577-TIPS. 
People can also submit tips to www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com.

JAMAICA ESTATES — Three men were arrested after they entered a resi-
dence hall at St. John’s University and fired a weapon during a dispute with four 
other men, police said. 

The incident took place in Room 510 of the Hollis Dormitory Wednesday after-
noon, according to police. 

Police said the three suspects fled the scene but were apprehended later only 
one block from the university. 

Police said it was a robbery attempt that spurred the argument between the 
men. A weapon was brandished and one shot was fired, which hit a wall, police 
said. The NYPD responded to an emergency call about the fired shot at around 
1:25 p.m. The three suspects were arrested at about 2:45 p.m. by officers in the 
NYPD School Safety Unit. A weapon was recovered during the arrest, police 
said.

A statement from the university’s public safety unit said that there were no 
injuries and stressed that there was no continuing threat to the school.

Police are looking for this man suspected of 
punching a 74-year-old woman in Woodside. 

NYPD

St. John’s shooting leads to arrests: NYPD

Hollis man reported missing: Police

Woodside assault suspect sought: Cops
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EDITORIALS

What started out as a hobby 
has become a citywide job. Of-
ficer Darren Mays of the 104th 
Precinct harvests bees in his up-
state New York home and owns 
approximately 500,000 bees. He 
uses these bees to make honey for 
his family and many of his honey-
loving friends. 

Last year, the police depart-
ment’s only beekeeper, known 
as “Tony Bees,” who would be 
called in to take care of reported 
bee hives throughout the city, 
retired. Officer Mays was one of 
three guys who were assigned to 
handle these jobs. According to 
Mays, bees are to be protected 
and not just discarded so when 

he would be called to handle a 
hive, he would take it down and 
then transport them to their new 
home upstate to start making 
honey. Due to the over whelm-
ing demand from his precinct for 

honey, Officer Mays talked with 
his Commanding Officer, and 
it was decided that they would 
move approximately 10,000-15,000 
bees to a homemade hive on the 
roof of the 104th Precinct.

 “It will be a good learning ex-
perience for officers to see what 
goes into harvesting the bees for 
honey and preserving their lives. 
Plus they can take part in mak-
ing their own honey.” Said Mays. 
Because of the height of the pre-
cinct, neighbors will never even 
know the hive is there. When 
Mays was asked for any advice 
if one was to come across a hive 
in the city, he said report it to 911 
and BEE careful.
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A Rosedale man was convicted this week of mur-
dering a 14-year-old girl who was riding home on a 
bus in South Jamaica after a Sweet Sixteen party in 
2013. The senseless shooting sent a shudder through 
the city, shocked by the random nature of the attack.

Crime rates were steadily declining and New York-
ers no longer had the knee-jerk reaction that murder 
was business as usual and could not be reversed. The 
image of an innocent teenager dying from gunfire on 
a city bus appalled many residents of Queens.

Adding to the public outrage, she was the fourth 
member of an extended family in southeast Queens 
to die from gun violence.

A Queens jury found Kevin McClinton, 24, guilty 
of second-degree murder in the death of D’aja Rob-
inson, who was on the Q6 in Jamaica when multiple 
rounds were fired at the bus on May 18, 2013. One 
bullet struck her in the head in a barrage prosecu-
tors believed was aimed at another passenger. 

An only child, D’aja was a student at Cambria 
Heights Magnet School and one of seven homicide 
victims in the 113th Precinct that year.

Less than three weeks later, McClinton was ar-
rested in South Carolina and held without bail un-
til conviction. A second suspect, 15 at the time, still 
awaits trial.

How does a community cope when children kill 
children? Days after D’aja was killed the 113th Pre-
cinct Community Council put a $22,000 bounty on 
the suspects. Then Borough President Helen Mar-
shall earmarked $50,000 from her office to hold a gun 
buyback in honor of the teen.

In 2014 on what would have been D’aja’s 16th birth-
day, her family, friends and neighbors held a walk on 
a rainy Tuesday. D’aja’s grandmother led the somber 
marchers to the site where the shooting cut short a 
young life. The 113th Precinct joined the vigil.

It took nearly three years for D’aja’s family to get 
some sense of relief from the criminal justice system.  
But murder claims more than just the victims—it 
leaves other wounds that never heal.

Less than a year after D’aja died, her 17-year-old 
cousin Khalil Bowlin was killed in a drive-by shoot-
ing in South Jamaica in 2014. His mother said he 
never recovered from D’aja’s murder. Bowlin’s uncle, 
a former NYPD officer, died in a shooting in South 
Jamaica in 2011, while his father was gunned down 
in a Richmond Hill barber shop in 2010.

McClinton is facing 25 years to life when he is 
sentenced in June. D’aja’s family is facing a lifetime 
without the loved ones who shaped their lives, but at 
least a guilty verdict has brought some solace to the 
survivors haunted by bloodshed.

JUSTICE FOR D’AJA

New York’s fi nest keep the bees

FROM TENNIS COURT TO BASKETBALL COURT

Tennis great John McEnroe takes a jump shot during a charity game at St. John’s Carnesecca Arena honoring 
Joe Lemm, an NYPD vet who was killed in December while serving in Afghanistan. See story on Page 49. 

Photo by Gina Palermo

Tending to the bees at the 104th 
Precinct. Courtesy of Jon Kablack
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READERS WRITE

On April 20, the District 26 
Community Education Coun-
cil held a hearing regarding 
the proposed rezoned elemen-
tary school lines in Bayside. 
The lines were redrawn to 
take into account PS 332, the 
new elementary school cur-
rently under construction on 
the former Keil property on 
48th Avenue and 211th Street. 

The school is slated to open 
in September 2017 with only a 
kindergarten grade the first 
year. Each subsequent year an-
other grade will be added. How 
does that address the pressing 
overcrowded conditions cur-
rently at PS 31, 41, 159, 162 and 
203? Those five schools will 
continue to operate at over 100 
percent capacity even after PS 
332 is fully operational. The 
new school is supposed to al-

leviate overcrowding.
The Office of District Plan-

ning sent two reps who worked 
on the rezoning to the hearing 
to explain the parameters of 
the plan. Neither rep lives in 
the area. Nor does the person 
who came to explain the bus-
ing plans to get the children 
to and from school. He doesn’t 
even live in Queens. Illegible 
maps were given to the public 
who attended. Apparently, lo-
cal residents were not asked 
for their input or advice when 
the plan was developed. The 
Department of Education or-
chestrated all of the decisions 
that will affect our communi-
ties for years. On May 31, a 
vote on the plan will be taken 
by the CEC.

The new boundary lines for 
PS 31 stood out. This new area 

is banana-shaped, and I later 
found out when I finally saw 
a legible map that it stretches 
from Utopia Parkway in Flush-
ing to Springfield Boulevard 
in Bayside and is only a few 
blocks wide. In my opinion, it 
makes no sense.

My civic organization, the 
Auburndale Improvement As-
sociation, which extends into 
western Bayside, has taken the 
position that PS 130 on 42nd 
Avenue and Francis Lewis 
Boulevard on the Auburndale/
Bayside border should be re-
turned for use by local chil-
dren living around the school. 
Currently, local children are 
bused to overcrowded schools, 
including PS 31, 159 and 162. 
The students currently attend-
ing the special K-3 school for 
science and technology at PS 

130, mostly District 25 children 
who are transported into the 
community, could potentially 
be transferred to the new PS 
332. The new school should 
also be opened to District 26 
children living near that build-
ing. Rezoning of boundary 
lines for the other elementary 
schools in the area would then 
be largely unnecessary.

Of crucial importance is 
how to safely ensure that chil-
dren attending PS 332 can be 
dropped off and picked up at 
that congested location. I heard 
no mention of that at the hear-
ing. Of course, residents living 
around the new school should 
be consulted for their input. 
Perhaps they may have differ-
ent thoughts of how the school 
should be utilized, which then 
would necessitate a new school 

being constructed in District 
25 for those children currently 
attending PS 130.

In any case, the community 
around PS 130 wants its school 
back. This would also reduce 
the overcrowding at PS 31, 159 
and 162. My civic organization 
wants only the best for all chil-
dren, and we feel in particular, 
that it is time for the children 
who live around PS 130 to stop 
being exiled from their neigh-
borhood school. Open dialogue 
and input from all segments of 
the Bayside community should 
lead to a solution that benefits 
all, especially our most impor-
tant asset, our children.

Henry Euler
First Vice President

Auburndale Improvement 
Association, Inc.

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be typed or neatly handwritten, and those longer than 300 words may be edited for brevity 
and clarity. All letters must include the writer’s name and phone number for verification.  Names may be 
withheld from publication if requested, but anonymously sent letters will not be printed.  Letters must be 
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The PS 130 community wants its school back 

COLUMNS

F
or decades residents 
of Queens have com-
plained about the noise 
of airplane takeoffs 

from JFK and La Guardia 
airports. I remember attend-
ing meetings called by the 
late Congressman Ben Rosen-
thal at a hotel near La Guar-
dia Airport.  The only thing 
we remember about those 
meetings were people from 
Nassau County saying that 
they should not have airplane 
noise over their homes be-
cause they paid a lot of money 
for their homes.

Today, the airplane noise 

is still there when planes take 
off from our two local airports 
in a fan-like pattern over our 
houses every minute or so for 
about an hour. The current 
solution to controlling the air-
plane noise is to create a round-
table consisting of community 
members, local legislative 
members, industry members, 
the Federal Aviation Author-
ity, Port Authority representa-
tives, and people from Nassau 
who will find solutions to the 
problem. Airports around the 
country have had such organi-
zations for years. 

There are problems. 
Groups from LaGuardia and 
JFK each wanted their own 
roundtable. It was realized 
that areas across the United 
States only have one round-
table, so it was decided to have 
only one in Queens, but peo-
ple representing each airport 
keep pressing for their own 

roundtable to solve their own 
needs. This has led to squab-
bling, which takes up valuable 
time needed to write by-laws 
and get the Queens roundtable 
functioning. It is understand-
able but frustrating.

Reading the newspaper re-
ports and listening to reports 
given at the Queens Civic 
Congress, I heard about loud 
sounds and their health impli-
cations on people living near 
the airports, but I don’t remem-
ber hearing or reading about 
the health hazards of airplane 
fuel released by the airplanes. 
Years ago I read about resi-
dents near the airports com-
plaining about a layer of avia-
tion gasoline on cars, houses 
and the land nearby airports. 
Is this still a problem?  If so, it 
should be solved.

One way to gather sta-
tistics about airplane noise 
is to place noise monitors 

around the airports. These 
noise monitors leave a perma-
nent record of airplane noise. 
Since the southern area of 
Flushing around Fresh Mead-
ows, is where the LaGuardia 
planes streak into the sky at 
the Whitestone Climb, the 
FAA has just placed one in my 
backyard.                       

I hope it stays longer than 
the one placed there about 15 
years ago. It was recording all 
those take-offs, then one day 
someone called my house to 
ask about noise and my wife 
Edna made the smart remark,  
“Do you think there is a noise 
problem if I can read the se-
rial numbers on the plane”?  
They took it away a few days 
later.

Congresswoman Grace 
Meng is busy introducing 
legislation to help solve the 
problem. We need the round-
table fully implemented so 
it can give her official input 
and she can introduce bills in 
Congress which will work to 
solve the problem. Actually, 
the activist members on the 
roundtable have been fight-
ing for years and they do visit 
their legislators, the Queens 
Civic Congress and member 
civics.

Can we solve the airplane-noise problem?

You can see me standing next to 
the noise monitor in my backyard. 

Photo courtesy of Bob Harris

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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G
rowing up in New York, 
I had a view of the world 
similar to the  famous 
old New Yorker cover 

by Saul Steinberg : after Ninth 
Avenue came the Hudson, then 
a brief stretch of America with 
Japan, China and Russia in 
the distant horizon.

It is easy to be a myopic 
New Yorker and think that the 
world revolves around the is-
sues that concern us. So to get 
far away from the city, as I did 
last week, is refreshing.

Last Thursday I took an 
overnight flight to Munich, 
Germany, a beautiful city that 
is home to my 93-year-old un-
cle and a place where I spent 
18 months of my childhood; I 
had not been back there since 

1975—and much has changed.
I was struck by how much 

nicer the Munich airport is 
than rundown JFK. Arriving 
to a new, clean facility drove 
home the fact that our crum-
bling infrastructure is a bigger 
problem that we acknowledge. 
When we talk about losing our 
edge in the global economic 
race, our subpar transporta-
tion grid is one reason.

The Lufthansa airplane 
that I took to Munich provided 
the most efficient aviation ex-
perience I’ve ever had. With 
the winds at our back, the en-
tire flight was a mere seven 
hours, and with an impressive 
menu of newly released films 
in my private screen, the time 
flew by — literally.

Munich is truly a bicy-
clist’s paradise — the lanes for 
cycling are as wide as many 
car lanes in Manhattan, and 
in some places the riders out-
numbered the drivers. Munich 
is the city we should emulate 
for its bike-friendly grid.

The people of Munich are 

incredibly helpful and friend-
ly. The street traffic seemed 
orderly, the locals and tourists 
mixed gracefully and the city 
exuded a sense of calm. Maybe 
it was the perfect 75-degree 
sunny weather, but I suspect 
that the dog-eat-dog nature of 
New York is in short supply in 
Germany’s large cities.

My cousin was my guide, 
bringing me to the new hot 
spots in Munich as well as my 
old haunts from the mid ’70s. 
The outdoor dining was de-
lectable and the omnipresent 
“conditoreis” — dessert stores 
— dotted the streets, giving 
the city a festive feel.

The biggest surprise for 
me was how much changed 
around the American military 
base on the outskirts of town. 
In the 1970s, thousands of 
American military personnel 
were stationed all around Ger-
many, and now there are but a 
few. In Munich, I attended the 
American military school in a 
place called Perlacher Forest. 
Today, there aren’t any Ameri-

cans there, and my old school 
has been converted to a Ger-
man kindergarten. The hous-
ing for military personnel is 
now affordable units for the 
German middle class.

A big topic of discussion in 
Germany is the flooding in of 
Syrian and African refugees 
and the controversial open-
door policy of Prime Minister 
Angela Merkel. The million 
refugees who are being ac-
climated are an expensive 
government project, and Ger-
man citizens are concerned 
whether the economy and tax 
base can absorb this influx of 
needy citizens.

It is quite an ironic situa-
tion that the country respon-
sible for much of the destruc-
tion and misery in the 20th 
century has become a para-
gon of enlightenment in the 
early 21st century. Germany 
has become the national em-
bodiment of our Statue of 
Liberty’s hopeful message. 
America has taken in fewer 
than 20,000 refugees (50 times 

fewer than Germany), and 
Donald Trump is talking 
about deporting more than 10 
million immigrants and ban-
ning an entire religion from 
our shores.

I never thought I’d be liv-
ing in a world where America 
could take lessons in compas-
sion and humanity from our 
Teutonic allies. When I dis-
cussed the horrors of the Ho-
locaust with my 93-year-old 
uncle, a survivor of Hitler’s 
death camps, I was overcome 
by the enormous burden our 
generation bears for trying to 
repair the world and ensuring 
that this century’s history is 
one of hope and healing rather 
than war and genocide.

It was almost exactly a cen-
tury ago that our European 
ancestors began a bloody, ep-
ochal-changing world war that 
set in motion the tragic events 
on the next four decades. 

Munich may be a world 
away — but a quick hop over 
the Atlantic opened up a wide, 
wide world to me last week.

T
here are now 34 holi-
days on which New York 
City suspends its street-
cleaning parking rules, 

including Ash Wednesday, 
Asian New Year, Eid al-Adha 
and Diwali. That’s quite the 
holiday buffet. 

Which is not to mention 
Martin Luther King Day, 
Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday, 
Washington’s Birthday and 
Veterans Day. 

There are a bunch of stan-
dard-issue holidays, too, like 
Labor Day and Thanksgiving, 
and a bunch of Jewish holidays 
beyond those. Since I’m Jew-
ish, I can confide in you: Many 
of us don’t even know what 
these holidays are. Shemini 
Atzereth? I’ve got to ask Rabbi 

Google. (Then again, what 
percentage of Christians are 
familiar with the Solemnity of 
the Ascension, which was just 
a few days ago? That solemn 
day was cause for auto-owner 
awe as alternate side of the 
street parking requirements 
miraculously disappeared!)

Since this list seems to be 
growing faster than the Mon-
day morning line for Metro-
Cards, I couldn’t help but add a 
few more suggestions for holi-
day parking consideration:

Thigh-Knees New Year: 
A holiday celebrated the first 
sunny day of spring, when 
New Yorkers suddenly realize 
their knees and even thighs 
will soon be visible in shorts. 
Day is devoted to squats.

Howard Stern’s Birth-

day: Jan 12. Any car parked at 
a meter may remain there for 
24 hours, but any person walk-
ing by the meter must dance 
around it, one leg up, and lean 
backwards.

Lumpy Rug Day: Actual 
holiday—look it up! It is May 3. 
The website Holiday Insights 

reports: “Lumpy Rug Day is 
intended to appreciate a good 
rug. A rug should be smooth, 
even, and definitely not lumpy. 
Many of us stretch out on a rug 
to watch TV, play games, and 
even catch 40 winks. If the rug 
is lumpy, you’ll know it. There 
are a number of ways to enjoy 
Lumpy Rug Day:

“If you have a lumpy rug, 
toss it out and get a nice, lump-
less rug.

“If you once had a lumpy 
rug, take a minute to remem-
ber the soft, comfortable feel of 
the new rug when it arrived.

“If you never had a lumpy 
rug, count your blessings. You 
don’t know what you’re miss-
ing.”

I’m counting! But since 
that exciting day won’t come 
around for almost another 
year, let’s move on to:

Sick Passenger Monday: 
The first Monday after Labor 
Day, when everyone has slept 
a little late and is rushing to 
get to school or work on time, 
shall be dedicated to the mys-
terious Sick Passenger who is 

always on the train ahead of 
us. Not that car drivers care. 
But they get the free parking 
day anyway. Just like the rich 
get richer.

Pranksgiving: A day we 
give thanks for practical jokes. 
Note: Although this will ap-
pear as a holiday on city-issued 
alternate side of the street sus-
pension calendars, it really 
isn’t and you will be towed. 

Kwanzadanukkah: A day 
that falls on Hanukkah and 
Kwanza, when everyone is 
so busy lighting candles that 
they can’t get to their cars.

Happy Halaladays: Day 
dedicated to the Halal carts 
around the city, which have 
made lamb over rice as New 
York as a Sabrett’s dog. Cel-
ebrated the Thursday after 
Thanksgiving, when people 
are willing to start thinking 
about food again. 

Too Heavy Purse Tues-

day: A day we pause to reflect 
on the fact we are carrying 
around way too much junk, 
including  candy bars, letters 
we keep forgetting to mail, re-

ceipts in cuneiform, and two 
dozen pens (one leaking). Why 
do we celebrate this by sus-
pending parking regulations? 
How else would you propose 
we celebrate? What says “Too 
heavy purse” to you? Do you 
even have a purse? If you did, 
you’d know. 

All Saints Weekend: Ex-
pansion of popular day. 

Mayor’s Wild Card: A day 
chosen by the mayor on which 
all parking tickets are torn 
up as soon as they are issued. 
Wildly popular. Often cel-
ebrated after the indictment 
of a crony, dis by a sitting gov-
ernor, or disconcerting New 
York Post cover. 

Trump Day:  Nov. 8. You 
wouldn’t cast your vote for 
someone just because they’re 
promising to give you an extra 
day of parking freedom, would 
you? Would you?

Lenore Skenazy is a public 
speaker and author and found-
er of the book, blog, and Twitter 
feed, Free-Range Kids. 
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We add a few holidays to the growing list
Lenore 

Skenazy
■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

The lessons a world-class city can teach New York

Mayoral 
Spin Cycle
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In conjunction with the 
Greater Astoria Historical So-
ciety, TimesLedger Newspapers 
presents noteworthy events in 
the borough’s history

B
est-selling author, sports 
journalist and musician 
Mitch Albom was born 
on May 23, 1958 in Pas-

saic, N.J. Best known for his 
1997 bestseller “Tuesdays with 
Morrie,” which shares insights 
from a terminally ill college 
professor, Albom is also one of 
the premier sports writers of 
his generation as well as an ac-
complished pianist and song-
writer. He has founded eight 
charities focused on helping 
the neediest in Detroit, where 
he currently resides. Mitch 
Albom began his journalistic 

career as a volunteer for the 
weekly Queens Tribune.

The future acclaimed 
writer grew up in a middle-
class neighborhood in Oaklyn, 
N.J., a suburb of Philadelphia. 
While many people spent their 
lives in the insular commu-
nity, Albom’s parents urged 
their children toward broader 
horizons, often reminding 
them “Don’t expect your life to 
finish here. There’s a big world 
out there. Go out and see it.”

Following his graduation 
from Brandeis University in 
Massachusetts, Albom moved 
to New York City and worked 
in the music industry. With 
a newfound interest in jour-
nalism, his work in Queens 
Tribune earned him entry 
into the prestigious Columbia 

University Graduate School 
of Journalism, and he later 
added an MBA from the same 
Ivy League school. With his 
journalism degree in hand, 
news outlets across the nation 
quickly took note of the tal-
ented young writer. In his first 
full-time position with The 
Fort Lauderdale News and 
Sun Sentinel, Albom earned 
the coveted Associated Press 
Sports Editors award in 1985. 
He then moved to the Detroit 
Free Press, where his columns 
on sports and his editorial 
commentaries on American 
life and values quickly gained 
a broad, loyal following. As a 
sports writer, Albom has gar-
nered over 200 awards. The 
Associated Press Sports Edi-
tors have named him the best 
sports columnist in the nation 
a record 13 times. 

Although Albom’s first 
New York Times bestselling 
book was a biography of for-
mer University of Michigan 
football coach Bo Schem-
bechler published in 1989, 

his breakthrough work came 
eight years later in “Tuesdays 
with Morrie.” The book relates 
a series of visits with Morrie 
Schwartz, a college professor 
of the author who was dying 
of Lou Gehrig’s disease. His 
story remained on the New 
York Times bestseller list for 
205 weeks, selling 14 million 
copies in 41 languages.  

The former struggling 
musician followed up on his 
1997 success with a series of 
fiction books examining the 
human condition, the mean-
ing of our existence and the 
afterlife. Among his deeply 
moving works are “The Five 
People You Meet in Heaven,” 
“For One More Day” and “The 
Time Keeper,” which related 
the story of the inventor of the 
first clock, who is punished by 
God for trying to measure his 
greatest gift and must redeem 
himself by teaching people its 
true meaning. 

When he is not writing, 
Mitch Albom devotes his 
time to charity, including ef-

forts to promote literacy. He 
raised money for this worthy 
cause by performing with The 
Rock Bottom Remainders, a 
rock-and-roll band made up of 
writers including Albom, Ste-
phen King, Amy Tan and Matt 
Groening.

Notable quote: “Some-
times when you sacrifice 
something precious, you’re 
not really losing it. You’re just 
passing it on to someone else.”

For further information, 
contact the Greater Astoria His-
torical Society at 718-278-0700 
or visit their website at www.
astorialic.org.

T
he disciples of social en-
gineering and behavior 
modification were at it 
again last week in the 

City Council with passage of 
the 5-cent plastic bag fee. With 
the mayor’s blessing, the New 
York City Council decided to 
add a few hundred dollars to 
every family’s annual shop-
ping bill.  All done in the name 
of the “environment,” a pretext 
to justify imposing new taxes 
and fees on already tapped-out 
New Yorkers. 

This bill will surely shake 
out whatever loose change 
remains in your pocket after 
the speed cameras and (pos-
sibility of) bridge tolls on the 
free East River crossings have 
gotten you. It’s just the latest 
assault on the wallets of every-

day New Yorkers and, truth 
be told, the plastic bag fee also 
applies to non-polluting, bio-
degradable paper bags, mak-
ing it obvious that the bill is 
more about social engineering 
than reducing pollution. Using 
the environment as an excuse 
to pluck every last dollar out 
of our pockets and squeeze 
the family budget is deceptive 
and unfair. Want to change 
our habits, try education or a 
5-cent credit for using a reus-
able bag. 

The arrogance of Coun-
cil member Brad Lander 
(D-Brooklyn), the bill’s chief 
sponsor, is stunning, when he 
says, “It works by irritating 
people into bringing reusable 
bags, so we understand it’s ir-
ritating.”  Personally, I find it 
insulting for a Council mem-
ber to knowingly pass a bill 
with the intention to irritate 
me into modifying my behav-
ior, as if I am a child unable 
to make thoughtful decisions 
on my own. The City Council 
must stop using us as guinea 
pigs in their social engineer-

ing experiments.
This bill also engenders a 

new class warfare. SNAP (food 
stamp) card users are exempt 
and may use as many bags 
as they wish cost-free, while 
taxpayers who pay for those 
SNAP cards are taxed for each 
plastic or paper bag they use. 
Two individuals on the same 
grocery line: one receives the 
bags free while the other must 
pay. Is this the Tale of Two Cit-
ies De Blasio had in mind? It 
is surely an acknowledgment 
that there is a financial bur-
den associated with this bill. 
Supporters may believe the 
bill is “eco-friendly,” but it is 
eco-nomically unfriendly.

Eastern Queens Council-
men Donovan Richards, I. 
Daneek Miller, Peter Koo and 
Paul Vallone could have made 
a huge difference had they vot-
ed to oppose the bag-tax bill. 
Instead, they chose to impose 
this cost burden on the seniors 
and working-class families of 
their district. Their constitu-
ents, many on fixed incomes, 
can thank them for adding 10 

cents to the cost of water and 
other heavy items requiring 
a double bag and hundreds of 
dollars to their annual food 
bill.  These families struggle 
daily to pay rent and make 
ends meet, the last thing they 
need is to pay for something 
that used to be free at the local 
grocery counter.  

Bucking the trend was 
newly elected Queens Coun-
cilman Barry Grodenchik, 
who called it “one of the most 
regressive pieces of legislation 
to ever come before this coun-
cil.” He knows that many folks 
in transit-starved eastern 
Queens drive to the supermar-
ket and load up grocery bags, 
some double-bagged, into their 
cars.  It’s simply impractical 
for them to carry enough reus-
able bags.  

Most of us resourcefully 
reuse grocery store bags and 
keep them stashed in plastic 
bag receptacles until they’re 
needed again -- as wastebasket 
liners, trash bags or for dog 
pickup. They are not “single-
use bags,” as proponents of the 

bill claim.   Pushing individu-
als to use reusable bags creates 
another type of environmental 
hazard.  These reusable bags 
are often petroleum or lead 
based and require regular 
cleaning to eliminate food-
borne toxins. Are we simply 
trading one set of problems for 
another?

The ideological crusade 
to micromanage the minutia 
of plastic- and paper-bag con-
sumption is another example of 
the city’s misplaced priorities. 
Our city is the most heavily 
taxed in the nation, nickel-and-
diming its residents for every-
thing. The City Council works 
overtime to create regulations 
and petty annoyances in our 
daily lives while the serious 
work of ethics reform, cost con-
tainment and infrastructure 
repair is ignored. As I wrote in 
a similar column back in 2014, 
the fix is in the bag.

Bob Friedrich is President 
of Glen Oaks Village, a Civic 
Leader and former candidate 
for the New York City Council.
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Best-selling author started his career in Queens

Plastic-bag fee is victory for social engineers
Bob 

Friedrich
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editor. Send your opinions 

or comments to
 timesledgernews@

cnglocal.com



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 13–19, 201616    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

BY BILL PARRY

After three years of rallies, 
sit-ins, marches and civil dis-
obedience, thousands of air-
port workers began bargain-
ing for their first-ever union 
contract Tuesday. More than 
7,000 workers, over half of all 
those employed by subcontrac-
tors at three area airports, 
have won the right to collec-
tive bargaining, including 
4,300 workers at Kennedy and 
1,200 at LaGuardia Airport.

“When we started orga-
nizing three years ago, I was 
struggling to survive on pov-
erty wages,” Balfor Smith, a 
baggage handler at JFK, said. 
“Today my co-workers and 
I have a path to $15 an hour 
and we began bargaining for 
our first union contract. It has 
been an amazing journey and 
I know we can keep fighting 
until this contract is negoti-
ated and in place to protect 
the rights we have won on the 
job.”

The workers are now mem-
bers of Local 32BJ of the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union.

“Today was a historic mo-
ment for airport workers in 
New York, New Jersey and 
around the country,” 32BJ 
President Hector Figueroa 
said. “But there is still more to 
do. There are still thousands 
of airport workers in the re-
gion whose contractors have 
not recognized the workers’ 
right to a union. Airport work-
ers across the region have 
vowed to keep fighting until 
all airport workers win union 
representation.”

The campaign began in 2014 
with a Martin Luther King 
Day march at LaGuardia, in 
which 37 union leaders, clergy 
and elected officials were ar-
rested for civil disobedience 
after they shut down the 94th 
Street Bridge approach to the 
airport. Among them was 
City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer (D-Sunnyside), a son 
of union workers.

“Airport workers—baggage 
handlers, security officers, 
sky caps, cabin and terminal 
cleaners—work hard to keep 
our airports safe and running 
smoothly,” Van Bramer said. 
“The people who protect us 

when we travel should make 
enough money to support 
their families, not have to take 
another job or rely on public 
assistance to make ends meet. 
I stand in solidarity with the 
7,000 airport workers in New 
York and New Jersey who be-

gan bargaining for their first 
contract this week. Together 
we can win high wages, need-
ed benefits, and a strong union 
for the airport workers who 
keep us safe.”

While the workers continue 
to negotiate for a contract that 

will cover workplace rights, it 
is still up to the Port Authority 
of New York and New Jersey 
to raise wages and benefits for 
all workers in the region. City 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D-Laurelton), another 
son of union workers, joined 
Van Bramer and other elected 
officials at 32BJ’s headquar-
ters in Manhattan Tuesday.

“Airport jobs used to be 
good jobs that you could sup-
port your family with, but un-
fortunately for the last three 
years, airport workers have 
had to fight to make airport 
jobs good jobs once again,” 
Richards said. “The wages 
(many) of these workers make 
are simply not livable in New 
York City. As one of the larg-
est employers in Queens, we 
need our airports to negotiate 
in good faith to ensure that all 
New Yorkers can afford to pay 
rent and put food on the table 
without having to make essen-
tial sacrifices.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

Airport workers are bargaining for their first-ever union contract after a 
three-year rights campaign. Photo by Bill Parry

Airport workers start contract negotiations
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Rock out at Aviator Sports and Events Center this 
summer with the Summer Music Series at Ace’s 
Outdoor Patio! Great local bands will take the 

stage and provide a night of great music.

Aviator Sports and Events Center 

Each concert begins at 8pm and finishes at 11pm!

BreezyGrass
Friday, August 26th

Unforgettable Fire
Friday, September 9th

Shilelagh Law
Friday, September 16th

BreezyGrass
Friday, May 20th

B-Street Band
Friday, July 8th

Unforgettable Fire
Friday, July 15th

Wine With Sue
Friday, July 29th

Die Spitzbuam Band
Friday, August 12th

Jetstream
Friday, August 19th

RR

Bre
Fri

Wi
Fri

B

SUMMERSUMMER
MUSIC SERIESMUSIC SERIES

 Aviator Sports and Events Center 

Individual tickets and VIP Season Pass available now. Visit AviatorSports.com/Summer-Music-Series

1-800-BUY-FENCE
*Financing plans are available. Financing and discount pricing cannot be combined. Loan activation fee is extra. †Free at home estimates do not 

apply to repairs.  Not responsible for omissions or typographical errors. License: Nassau: H-1831180000 Suffolk: 6244-H NYC: 088 3394

 LET’S MAKE A DEAL

Serving Nassau, Queens & Western SuffolkResidential & Commercial

www.Amendolas.com
Visit Us Online At 

Visit Our
Indoor/Outdoor

Showrooms

Amityville
(631) 842-7800

1084 Sunrise Hwy.
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm

Sun 11am-3pm

Jericho
(516) 333-3346 
41 Jericho Tpke.

Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sun 11am-3pm

Serving The
Baldwin Area

(516) 223-9556 

Serving The
New Hyde Park

Area
(516) 488-8200

Serving The
Western Suffolk

Area
(631) 760-9791

Free
“At Home”

Estimates On
New Projects†

COMP
ARE

APPLE
S

TO
APPLE

S

ORDER NOW!
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A priest was caught in the crossfire of a 
drive-by shooting during an incident in the 
early Sunday morning in Jamaica, according 
to the NYPD. The pastor was hit in the arm 
but was otherwise unhurt.

The 49-year-old priest has been identified 
as Father Damien Ekete by the New York Post, 
and is a parochial vicar for the Church of the 
Holy Spirit in Morris Heights in the Bronx. 
According to police, at about 12:08 a.m., Ekete 
was standing near the intersection of 134th 
Street and Rockaway Boulevard. Police said 
that an unknown individual inside a passing 
vehicle fired in the direction of Ekete, hitting 
him in his right arm. 

He was treated at Jamaica Hospital and in stable condition while there, ac-
cording to the police, 

According to the NYPD, another individual was the intended target, and 
Ekete was shot in the melee.

There was no answer at the Church of the Holy Cross when called for com-
ment, and the Archdiocese did not return requests for comment by press time.

BY BILL PARRY

Corona and East Elmhurst have 
experienced nearly a dozen fires since 
January caused by hazardous electri-
cal conditions, improper use of smoke 
alarms and poor emergency planning, 
leading City Councilwoman Julissa 
Ferreras-Copeland (D-East Elmhurst) 
to host a Fire Safety Town Hall on 
Wednesday, May 18 . The event begins 
at 7 p.m. at VFW Post 150, located at 
51-11 108th St. in Corona, and it will 
include the FDNY for fire safety educa-
tion.

“Prevention and preparedness are 
the best way to keep our families and 
homes safe from fire,” Ferreras-Cope-
land said. “Our community has had a 
rough year with several fires and fatal-
ities.  This FDNY workshop will edu-
cate and arm residents with the tools 
they need.”

Attendees will receive a free smoke 
alarm and carbon monoxide alarm and 
learn how to safeguard their homes 
from fire hazards. The FDNY will help 
residents develop an emergency action 
plan in case of fire.

“Having a working smoke alarm in 
the house during a fire can be the differ-
ence between life and death,” said state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East Elmhurst) 
who is co-sponsoring the town hall. “It 
is also vital that we, at home, prevent 
unsafe and hazardous fire conditions, 
such as overcharging power outlets or 
having unattended burning candles. I 
encourage everyone to participate in 
this town hall meeting to learn how to 
safeguard your residence from risks.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by e-mail 
at bparry@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4538.

BY BILL PARRY

The construction project that will 
turn Shore Boulevard in Astoria Park 
into a one-way street is set to get under-
way next week. The city Department of 
Transportation will begin implement-
ing its Queens East River North Shore 
Greenway project that will create sev-
eral changes, including a buffered two-
way bike path on the current north-
bound traffic lane.

“The goals of the project are to 
strengthen connections around As-
toria Park, improve the park path for 
pedestrians, calm traffic along Shore 
Boulevard and establish a safe link 

between Astoria Park and the water-
front,” a DOT spokesman said. “We are 
planning the installation of painted 
curb extensions at the crosswalks from 
the waterfront to Astoria Park—this 
additional pedestrian space will in-
crease visibility and shorten crossing 
distance.”

Community Board 1 approved the 
plan in February. It includes changes 
on 20th Avenue between Shore Boule-
vard and 37th Street that are intended 
to reduce speeding, according to the 
DOT.

The project is expected to be com-
pleted this summer.

AARP gives you the information to help care for your loved ones, just l ike they did with you 
once. You don’t have to do it alone and it’s okay to ask for help. Visit our website or call now to get 
practical health and wellness tips to provide even better care for those who once took care of you.
We provide you information to give care and give back.

aarp.org/caregiving
1-877-333-5885

Father Damien Ekete 
Courtesy of umunike.net

Shore Boulevard redesign nearing

Corona fi re safety summit

Priest shot in armDIAL-A-BALLOON
Professional Balloon Delivery & Decorating

Serving the Tri-State Area for Over 30 Years

Delivery 7 Days A Week

Delivery from NYC to Long Island 7 days a week
 Visit our new photo website at: dialaballoon.com

Let us help design your next party or event

Visit our showroom:
15-29 149th Street, Whitestone
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Elected officials, community lead-
ers, students and faculty from Cath-
erine and Count Basie Middle School 
72 in Rochdale Village broke ground 
on construction of a new playground at 
a ceremony Tuesday.

The reconstruction of the school 
playground at 33-25 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd. will cost $2.5 million and will be 
paid for by capital improvement project 
grants from the offices of Councilman 
Ruben Wills (D-Jamaica) and Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz. The 
school is near the Rochdale Village 
housing complex 

“A playground is a vital element of 
a child’s education. If it’s neglected, 
not only will it decay, but our young 
men and women’s minds and bodies 
will do the same,” Wills said in a state-

ment. “The playground at Catherine 
and Count Basie had been lacking in 
upkeep for more than a decade, and its 
dilapidated condition came to attract 
attention from negative influences.” 

The reconstruction of the play-
ground is expected to be completed by 
next April and will include an inter-
changeable basketball and volleyball 
court, an outdoor classroom and a turf 
field with a three-lane track.

The remaking of the playground 
was spurred by a letter Wills wrote to 
the city Department of Education, ac-
cording to Wills’ office. The chain link 
fence surrounding the playground is 
also set to be taken out and replaced 
with a steel gate fence. The playground 
will include new trees as well as bench-
es that are created in the style of the 
1964 World’s Fair. The playground will 

In spring an undergraduate’s fancy 
turns to Commencement Day. 

The strains of “Pomp and Circum-
stance” will soon fill the air around 
the borough as Queens’ colleges and 
university send the Class of 2016 off 
into the world. 

Vaughn College of Aeronautics and 
Technology kicks off graduation sea-
son with its commencement scheduled 
for Saturday, May 21, at 10 a.m. on the 
Flushing Campus, 86-01 23rd Ave.

Michael P. Huerta, administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
will address the graduates. 

The following day, St. John’s Uni-
versity holds its undergraduate cer-
emony.

Proceedings for the May 22 event be-
gin at 10 a.m. on the Great Lawn of the 
Queens Campus in Jamaica Estates. 

Queens College holds its graduation 
ceremony Thursday, June 2, on the Col-
lege Quad beginning at 9 a.m. 

Darren Walker, president of the 
Ford Foundation, is scheduled to de-
liver the keynote commencement ad-
dress. 

The event takes place rain or shine. 
On Friday, June 3, York College will 

hold its 46th commencement exercises 
on its campus at the Health & Physical 
Education Field, 160-30 Liberty Ave., 
Jamaica. 

The program gets underway at 9 
a.m. 

U.S. Secretary of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Julián Castro will 

give the keynote speech.
On that same day, Queensborough 

Community College graduates its Class 
of 2016 with a ceremony on the college’s 
Athletic Field beginning at 10 a.m.

LaGuardia Community College has 
scheduled its graduation ceremony for 
Monday, June 13, beginning at 10 a.m. 

The ceremony will be held in The 
Quad at Queens College, 65-30 Kissena 
Blvd., in Flushing. 

Queens Borough President Melinda 
Katz will be the keynote speaker. 

Rochdale Village school 
to renovate playground

Queens colleges prepare 
for Graduation Day

SATURDAY MAY 14TH  
12pm - 5pm  
Vernon Blvd between 50th 

Ave & 46th Ave

Rain or shine

Free Community Block Party 

featuring: activities art, food, 

fitness, music & more

licpartnership.org/licsprings 

@licqueens 

#LICSprings

hosted by: Special thanks to:

Continued on Page 32
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April 28, 2016 - Whit-
estone, Queens, NY – The 
incidence of strokes in the 
U.S. is rising rapidly, and 
statistics show some 800,000 
people suffer a stroke each 
year. As we approach May’s 
American Stroke Month, the 
need for rehabilitation and 
care for stroke survivors 
has never been greater. In 
response to the increasing 
demand for stroke rehabili-
tation centers in New York 
City, The Grand Healthcare 
System announced today 
the opening of The Walter 
Strauss Stroke Center. 

Located at The Grand Re-
habilitation and Nursing at 
Queens, 157-15 19th Avenue, 
Whitestone, the Center in-

cludes a dedicated wing for 
individuals recovering from 
strokes. The Walter Strauss 
Stroke Center, the only one 
of its kind in Queens, has a 
professional nursing staff 
that specializes in stroke re-
habilitation and recovery, 
with the prime focus on each 
guest’s ability to walk, eat, 
dress, and communicate in-
dependently post-stroke. The 
Center includes a gym that 
houses state-of-the-art stroke 
rehabilitation equipment and 
machines to aid functional 
mobility training. Speech 
and communication rehabil-
itation is further evaluated 
and enhanced through the 
use of the Iowa Oral Perfor-
mance Instrument (IOPI®), 
which is the premier mea-
suring device to objectively 
evaluate muscle weakness 
and motor control. 

“Caring for individuals 
recovering from strokes re-
quires special attention,” said 
Andrew Weissman, PA-C, Di-
rector of Clinical Initiatives. 
“Many must re-learn how to 
walk, talk, eat and take care 

of themselves. Our team rec-
ognizes how challenging and 
stressful this time is for both 
patients and family mem-
bers. Our caring, hands-on 
approach gives patients what 
they need to recover and 
eventually go home.” 

The Stroke Center was 
named for Walter Strauss, a 
stroke victim whose battle 
through recovery was both 
heartbreaking and inspir-
ing. The Strauss Family 
witnessed firsthand the 
importance of after-stroke 
care and rehabilitation. 
Jeremy B. Strauss, CEO of 

The Grand Healthcare Sys-
tem and grandson of Walter 
Strauss, has combined his 
personal experience with 
his decades of commitment 
to superior care in the nurs-
ing home and rehabilitation 
sector, to create this much 
needed Stroke Center.

“Stroke has directly im-
pacted our family, and we 
understand how overwhelm-
ing it can be for individu-
als and families,” said Jer-
emy B. Strauss, CEO of The 
Grand Healthcare System. 
“We have always provided 
care for those suffering from 

stroke; however, we wanted 
to do more. Our colleagues 
and friends in the medical 
community as well as admin-
istrators from a number of 
local hospitals have encour-
aged us to move in this di-
rection. Our ultimate goal is 
to make The Walter Strauss 
Stroke Center the gold stan-
dard for stroke rehabilita-
tion in New York City.” 

The Walter Strauss 
Stroke Center is currently 
accepting patients. A spe-
cial opening celebration and 
event will be held on May 12, 
2016. Many local dignitaries, 
community leaders, medical 
professionals and represen-
tatives from regional hos-
pitals will take part in the 
launch of the new program. 

The Grand Healthcare 
System provides a range 
of services within beauti-
ful residences with mod-
ern amenities. The Grand 
Healthcare System offers 
a full continuum of pre-

mium healthcare services 
across its state-of-the-art 
health facilities, regardless 
of whether an individual is 
there for an extended stay 
or for one of its premium 
specialty care services.  
Unique all-inclusive health 
facilities make it a preferred 
destination for individuals 
seeking high quality health-
care.  Among the services 
and programs provided are: 
stroke rehabilitation - Wal-
ter Strauss Stroke Center 
(The Grand Queens), am-
putee therapy and training 
program, bariatric rehabili-
tation, cardiac therapy, com-
plex medical care program, 
hip repair and joint replace-
ment recovery program, IV 
antibiotic therapy medical 
nutrition therapy, medical 
shuttle service and trans-
portation vans. 

For more information 
about The Walter Strauss 
Stroke Center, its programs 
and services, please call 
(718) 746-0400, or visit: www.
thegrandhealthcare.com/
StrokeCenter

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Walter Strauss Stroke Center Opens at The 
Grand Healthcare System at Queens in Whitestone
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BY BILL PARRY

An East Elmhurst man has 
been sentenced to one to three 
years in prison after plead-
ing guilty to promoting a sex-
ual performance by a child, 
Queens DA Richard Brown an-
nounced last Thursday. Com-
puter technicians discovered 
sexually explicit photographs 
of children on the defendant’s 
computer after he dropped it 
off for repairs at a Long Island 
City Best Buy store in March 
2014.

Michael Murray, 63, plead-
ed guilty Feb. 3 before Queens 
Supreme Court Justice Rich-
ard Buchter to promoting a 
sexual performance by a child. 
Buchter sentenced the defen-
dant to one to three years in 
prison May 4.

“The defendant pleaded 
guilty to having vile, disturb-
ing images of children on his 
computer hard drive,” Brown 
said. “He even used these re-
pugnant photos as a screen 

saver slide show.”
According to the charges, a 

technician at the Best Buy lo-
cated at 50-01 Northern Blvd. 
began to work on the laptop 
computer that Murray dropped 
off for repairs March 26, 2014. 
When the technician turned 
on the computer, it booted up 
and the laptop’s screen saver 

started displaying a slide show 
of multiple images of young 
girls posing provocatively.

Some of the images showed 
young girls engaged in sex 
acts with adult men. The tech-
nician alerted a supervisor to 
the slide show’s content and 
after he, too, saw the images, 

BY MARK HALLUM

A new partnership was an-
nounced in which Northwell 
Health will sponsor the New 
York Mets’ “Mr. Met Dash” as 
well as a nursing station on 
the suite level of Citi Field. 

Taking place after Sunday 
home games, “Mr. Met Dash” 
allows kids to run the bases 
in celebration of every win.

“The Mets are proud 
to partner with Northwell 
Health, New York’s largest 
health care provider,” Wes 
Engram, Mets Vice President 
of Corporate Sponsorship 
said. “Like Northwell, we are 
a community oriented team 
that is committed to New 
Yorkers and we look forward 
to our relationship in the 
years to come.”

Formerly known as North 
Shore-LIJ, Northwell is also 
the creator of The Katz In-
stitute for Women’s Health, 
which specializes in provid-
ing education and health 
services to women of all ages. 

The new institute is named 
for Mets owner Saul Katz, 
who also serves on the board 
of trustees for Northwell.

“We’re excited to be a spon-
sor of the National League 
Champion New York Mets,”  
Michael Dowling, president 
and CEO of Northwell Health 
said. “We’re also extremely 
pleased to be a presenter of 
the Mr. Met Dash, where kids 
run the bases after family 
home games.  As New York’s 
largest health provider, it 
gives us the opportunity to 
sponsor an event that shows 
area youngsters and their 
parents that exercise is 
not only important to their 
health but can also be excit-
ing and fun.”  

According to Northwell, 
the healthcare company will 
be the “official sponsor of ev-
ery Mets win.”  

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

An East Elmhurst man is sentenced for promoting a sexual performance 
by a child after photo were discovered on his laptop at a Best Buy in 
Long Island City. Photo by Bill Parry

Northwell Health set  
to sponsor Mets dash

East Elmhurst man sentenced
for promoting child sex crime

Calling all Sons and Daughters of Italy in America!

Join the
Order Sons of Italy in America

and
“Reconnect with your Heritage”

We are a non-profit fraternal order of 
men and women working 

together to preserve our rich 
cultural heritage.

We strive to promote a positive image 
of Italians and Italian-Americans 

while supporting various charities,
 providing scholarships and 

participating in community activities.

A great opportunity for all
Italian-Americans to network 

and socialize!

Join us at our next meeting!
An open meeting

Will be held 
on May 25th, 2016 

at 7:00pm in Mahoney Hall
Holy Family Parish

175– 20 74th Avenue 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366 

off Utopia Parkway
For more information visit:

www.pirandellolodge2875.org 
or call 347 204 8006

*Non-Italians are welcomed for membership also.

For more information visit www.queenschamber.org

Complimentary Admission and Parking - CALL 718.898.8500

Continued on Page 32



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 13–19, 2016 23  TIMESLEDGER.COM BT

Bay Terrace Pool & Tennis Center 

Kick Off Carnival 
Sunday, May 22nd beginning at 11:00 am– 4:00 pm 

212-00 23rd Avenue, Bayside, NY 11360 

�� Carnival Games! 
�� Bounce House! 
�� Mini Golf! 
�� Vendors! 
�� Food, Refreshments, and carnival snacks  

will be available! 
�� Catering provided by Pietro’s BBQ 
 
Community Event: All are Welcome! 
Free adult admission 
Child admission: $5.00 
Includes unlimited rides & Games 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to 
contact Valentina at (718) 423-6111 or vovalle@sfy.org. 
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BY BILL PARRY

The city provided a sneak peek at 
what 10 new ferry landings will look 
like as the upgrade of the Citywide 
Ferry Service begins next summer. 
The city’s Economic Development Cor-
poration released renderings of the 
35-foot-by-90-foot docks that are being 
fabricated for the launch of the service 
to be operated by Hornblower. 

New landings will be established 
nest summer in Astoria and Rockaway 
and at the north end of Gantry Plaza 
State Park in Long Island City in 2018.

“Citywide Ferry is going to con-
nect New Yorkers in 21 neighborhoods 
around the city with new opportuni-
ties for jobs and recreation—all for 
the price of a subway ride,” NYEDC 
President Maria Torres-Springer said. 
“Building the landings is another huge 
step as we work towards launching this 
exciting service in 2017.”

When fully complete, the landings 

will be equipped with canopies and 
wind screens to provide shelter from 
inclement weather. Ticket machines 
and waiting areas will also be located 
on the barges.

The city is investing $55 million 
in infrastructure upgrades, including 
the ferry landing, which are being con-
structed at a Staten Island facility.

BY BILL PARRY

A new study by the NYU Furman 
Center shows that Astoria is the only 
neighborhood in Queens that is classi-
fied as “gentrifying” based on its analy-
sis of how housing and population have 
changed over the past two decades. The 
report, released Monday, defines “gen-
trifying” neighborhoods as areas that 
were relatively low-income in 1990, but 
then experienced higher than median 
neighborhood rent growth in the fol-
lowing 20 years.

Under the criteria, 15 of the city’s 
55 neighborhoods are classified as 
“gentrifying.” Astoria finished in 11th 
place on the list with an average rent 
increase of 27.6 percent between 1990 
and 2010 through 2014.

“The term ‘gentrification’ is often 
used to describe a number of different 
aspects of neighborhood change,” NYU 

Furman Center Faculty Director In-
grid Gould Ellen said. “We wanted to 
create a definition that allowed us fo-
cus on dramatic rent growth, which is 
the change that is of greatest concern 
in lower-income neighborhoods.”

As for racial and ethnic changes, 
the report shows that gentrifying 
neighborhoods saw an increase in 
white population despite a citywide 
decrease. Gentrifying neighborhoods 
also had a larger decrease in the black 
population through 2014 than the city 
as a whole.

“As demand grows and neighbor-
hoods become more economically and 
racially integrated, longtime residents 
may benefit from new neighborhood 
amenities, reduced crime rates, and 
higher housing values,” Ellen said. 
“However, rising rents threaten the 
long-run diversity of these communi-
ties.”

BY BILL PARRY

More than 800 job seekers attended 
a Department of Correction career 
fair at York College last Saturday. Of 
those who attended, 327 were given on-
the-spot interviews for non-uniform, 
career-track positions ranging from 
cooks and mechanics to social workers 
and attorneys.

In addition, DOC offered 240 candi-
dates a chance to take part in a 30-min-
ute classroom session which provided 
an overview of the agency, adult and 

youth programming, and the positions 
currently offered. The career fair pro-
vided an unprecedented opportunity 
to match talented New Yorkers with 
hundreds of career opportunities at 
the DOC.

“The Department of Correction is a 
major city agency with a workforce of 
more than 10,000,” DOC Commissioner 
Joseph Ponte said. “Each staff mem-
ber plays a pivotal role in helping the 
agency run seamlessly. We are recruit-
ing the most qualified and dedicated 
candidates for our team.”

The city released renderings that show 
newly designed landings that are being 
built for the Citywide Ferry Service. 

Rendering courtesy NYCEDC

Hundreds attend DOC career fair

Astoria gentrifying: Report

City shows landings

YORK COLLEGE!  Contact the Admissions Office by visiting 
www.york.cuny.edu/admissions, or calling 718-262-2169.

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451

President Marcia V. Keizs 
extends congratulations to all students 
accepted to York College for Fall 2016;  
and invite all to attend the Accepted 
Student Reception on Sunday, May 15th.

Be part of an amazing 
college community.

Learn about our exciting internships, research 
opportunities, and majors offered at York College. 
Tour our modern 50-acre campus and speak with  
faculty, admissions and financial aid counselors.

We look forward to seeing you!

Sunday, May 15th
Noon to 3 pm

Atrium of the Academic Core Building
94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11451
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LUMINETTE® PRIVACY SHEERS

1 Luminette® Privacy Sheer
(PLUS $100 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Pirouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

2 Silhouette® Window Shadings
(PLUS $50 REBATE EACH ADDITIONAL UNIT)

ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

$100 REBATE*
APRIL 12—JUNE 27, 2016

From glare to glow.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate, 
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE | 718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/12/16 – 6/27/16 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defi ned as a purchase of any of the 
product models set forth above in the quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specifi ed quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a 
collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable 
law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and 
rebate form. © 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.
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He was also a funeral direc-
tor at the family-owned Guida 
Funeral Home and was active 
in the community, working 
with the Corona Lions Club 
and donating to charities. 
Guida diedin May, 2014 after a 
sudden illness.

Assemblyman Francisco 
Moya (D-Jackson Heights) 
called Guida a champion of 

the neighborhood and state 
Sen. Jose Peralta (D-East 
Elmhurst) said not only was 
Guida well liked in the com-
munity, he was also very well 
respected.

“When I first het him he 
didn’t think twice about sit-
ting down with me,” Peralta 
said. “I was very fortunate 
that he liked me, because when 
I got elected to the Assembly, I 
received a lot of support in Co-
rona after he spread the word 
about me. He was a caring 

man, even when fulfillinghis 
duties as a City marshal. He 
would give people extra time 
to get their business in order 
before he would evict, and that 
is something he didn’t have to 
do but shows how caring he 
was with others.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

negotiators and with allies 
and legislators to achieve that 
goal,” Bowen wrote. She said 
the strike authorization vote 
would grant union negotiators 
an advantage in disputes with 
CUNY administrators.   “While 
we cannot promise that we will 
achieve all we want, we will be 
strategic and unrelenting in 
pursuit of a funded contract 
settlement.”

CUNY faculty have been 
working without a contract 
since 2010, and the faculty’s 
last raise was in October 

2009. In November 2015 CUNY 
Chancellor James Milliken 
proposed a retroactive 6 per-
cent pay increase during the 
six-year gap, which Bowen ar-
gued would for all intents and 
purposes amount to a salary 
cut because the increase in 
pay would not keep pace with 
the rate of inflation.

“A failure even to keep up 
with inflation—in the absence 
of other major improvements—
will make CUNY increasingly 
non-competitive in attracting 
and keeping the faculty and 
staff the university needs,” 
Bowen wrote.

The final budget presented 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo March 

31 did not include any funding 
specifically allocated toward 
underwriting pay raises for 
CUNY faculty, though state 
Budget Director Robert Mujica 
pledged that once the media-
tion between faculty and the 
university system was com-
pleted, they would be able to 
address the need for funding. 

The PSC is a local for 
the American Federation of 
Teachers, according to the 
union’s site.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

state agencies to be more 
transparent in inspections 
by reporting on all closed or 
pending cases and making 
the region, gender and race 
of the business owners public 
information.

In May 2015, Cuomo 
formed the Nail Salon Indus-
try Enforcement Task Force 

to tackle exploitation and 
abuse of nail salon workers. 

The governor said the 
task force, which is led by the 
state Labor Department, has 
opened investigations into 
more than 450 nail salon busi-
nesses and has completed 383 
to date. 

Reach reporter Madina 
Toure by e-mail at mtoure@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4566.

Continued from Page 9 

Kastanas

Continued from Page 4 

CUNY

On 3/7/16 this subject caused 
a major auto accident at the 
intersection of 263rd Street and 
81st Ave. He caused physical 
injury AND a significant amount 
of property damage AND fled 

the scene.

If anyone has ANY information 
pertaining to this subject they 

are urged to please contact
Private Investigator  
BOB NYGAARD at  

(561) 596-3449  
bobnygaard@gmail.com 

All calls will be kept 
CONFIDENTIAL

CASH  RE WARD

of carry out bags currently 
being used each year,” Mark-
Viverito said.

The city pays an estimat-
ed $12.5 million to transport 
91,000 tons of plastic bags and 
paper carry-out bags to land-
fills in other states each year. 
New Yorkers use 9.37 billion 
carryout bags per year, the 

vast majority of which are 
not recycled.

The commissioner for the 
city Department of Sanita-
tion will have to establish an 
outreach and education pro-
gram aimed at educating res-
idents and covered stores by 
increasing the distribution of 
reusable carryout bags.

Residents in households 
with an annual income below 
200 percent of the federal pov-
erty line will get priority

Continued from Page 5 

Continued from Page 4 

Plastic bags

Nail salons

Weigh in on the issues that matter to Queens by 
writing a letter to the editor. Send your opinions or 

comments to  timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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NYTIMES.COM/THEATERPICKS

MAY 15 –JUNE 12  |
CUNNINGHAM PARK

Q U E E N S, N Y

TICKETS AT BIGAPPLECIRCUS.ORG OR CALL 888-541-3750
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Queens teens get into drones and dresses

At Vaughn College in East Elmhurst, Zafar Rahim of Hollis shows two of 
the drones he races at Drone Day, a special event the aviation school 
sponsors for students and enthusiasts.

Drone down! A competitor reaches inside the net that encircles the 
drone obstacle course to retrieve his "bird." 

Tamia Cantey tries on a pair of shoes to go with the 
light-green number she chose. 

Coming out of the dressing room at the PAL Center in South Jamaica (l-r) Cheyene Stobbs, Jasmine Gildon and 
Jade Matthews show off to friends and family the prom gowns they picked at this year’s Prom Impact, a dona-
tion service in which high school students could find formal wear for their proms free of charge.

When Mom agrees that she found the right prom dress, 
this young lady gets a little emotional. 

Photos by Michael Shain

The idea behind indoor drone races is to guide the aircraft through a 
 series of hoops and wickets—without bumping into other drones on the 
course.
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HOW THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
IMPACTS OLDER ADULTS

The Future of Medicare & Medicaid in New York 
Hear From The Experts at FREE Flushing House Seminars

Call Robert Salant at (347) 532-3025 to RSVP or: rsalant@uam.org

 
 

Ronald Fatoullah, Esq., 
Elder Law Attorney, 
will speak about the five 
essential documents every 
senior should have.  Learn 

the importance of living trusts, wills, power of 
attorney, health care proxies, plus living wills.  
Understand why these documents are essential 
parts of any estate, elder law and financial 
plan.  Learn how a Medicaid Asset Protection 
Trust can protect your assets and your home.

 
 

Maria Alvarez, 
Executive Director, 
New York StateWide 
Senior Action Council, 
and Eric Hausman, 

Independent Medicare Consultant, will 
give the 3rd seminar.  Alvarez  will update 
Patient’s Rights Issues for NY seniors.  
Hausman will discuss Medicare and related 
insurance, i.e., Medicare Part A & B, 
Medigap/Medicare Supplement Insurance, 
Medicare Advantage/ Medicare Health 
Plans, Medicare Part D & EPIC, etc.

 

Ann-Margaret 
Carrozza, Esq.,  
Elder Law Attorney, 
will discuss protecting 
one’s home against 

long term care claims while retaining 
control over it, as well as how to use a trust 
to protect assets and qualify for Medicaid 
home care one month later.  In addition, 
she will discuss the role of Spousal Refusal 
to protect a family’s assets.

FREE HANDOUTS, REFRESHMENTS  
FOR ALL ATTENDEES
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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 †
† Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax 

return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 5/13/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS,NY 111011-888-625-6766

OVER 3000 CARS TO CHOOSE FROM ON OUR LOT!

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,995BUY 

FOR:

48k miles, Stk#23027

‘12 CHEVY SONIC

Stk# 20964, 32k mi.

$5,995BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#22078, 11k mi.

$7,495BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$7,995
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,995
'12 FORD ESCAPE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
72k miles, Stk#7278

$5,995

$13,888
'15 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
21k miles, Stk#21725

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

30k miles, Stk#18077

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

11k miles, Stk#22424

$14,995
'15 HONDA ACCORD

13k miles, Stk#22981

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 BMW 320X
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#22334

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$18,995
'14 MERCEDES C CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
28k miles, Stk#20433

'13 FORD EXPLORER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,888
'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
52k miles, Stk#17256

$19,995
'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
42k miles, Stk#10534

$17,995

GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORLD.COM

Find a Whole Lot of

Savings & 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR
Don't Make Your Next Payment 

Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must 

show proof of tax return. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 05/13/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

CARS STARTING    AS 
LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 
91k mi, STK#17934$3,995!

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$9,495BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

28k miles, Stk#17946

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

42k miles, Stk#17885

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$8,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,995$8,995
'12 HONDA ACCORD

32k miles, Stk#1223

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#22118

$9,995

'14 HONDA CRV
$14,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

33k miles, Stk#21947

'13 TOYOTA SIENNA
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
26k miles, Stk#11973

$14,995 $16,995
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,995
'14 TOYOTA RAV4

26k miles, Stk#22240

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$14,995
'16 CHEVY MALIBU

44 miles, Stk#20432

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
$22,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

48k miles, Stk#18214

$21,995
'14 LEXUS ES-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
48k miles, Stk#22706

'12 MERCEDES GL-450
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
32k miles, Stk#6794

$29,995
‘14 INFINITI Q50

Stk#21811, 16k mi.

$20,888BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$26,995
'13 BMW X5

47k miles, Stk#13791

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

$23,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

M     WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE!

Selection
at Major World
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“Mayor de Blasio and 
Chancellor Fariña articu-
lated a clear and compelling 
case for the state to grant a 
multi-year extension of may-
oral control,” he said. “From 
Pre-K for All, to graduation 
rates above 70%, the success-
es of a school system with di-
rect, mayoral accountability 
cannot be denied,” he said.

Mayoral control was 
started in 2002 by former 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
in an attempt to wrest con-
trol away from autonomous 
superintendents of school 
district. The move put more 
accountability for the suc-
cess of the school system into 

the mayor’s office, which de 
Blasio and Bloomberg both 
assert has been a benefit for 
the New York public school 
system.

In his testimony before 
the Legislature, de Blasio 
urged representatives not to 
let mayoral control lapse and 
risk a reversion to the old 
model. 

“You don’t have people 
saying let’s go back to the 
bad old days. You don’t have 
people saying let’s go back to 
local school boards who are 
rife with corruption and inef-
ficient,” de Blasio said after 
his testimony. “And there’s 
not some magical third way 
that anyone has put forward, 
including in that 3 1/2 hour 
hearing.”

ents, children and loved ones 
often feared that their jobs 
were endangered due to their 
caregiving responsibilities.

“I sponsored this bill be-
cause I know that most work-
ers have limited control over 
their work hours, leaving little 
margin of error in the event of 
a family emergency or child-
care crisis,” she said. “And no 
one should be fired for fulfill-
ing those responsibilities.”

Similar protections exist 
in Washington, D.C.; Philadel-
phia and several other cities. 
The caregiver law is an addi-
tion to the New York City Hu-
man Rights Law, which covers 
city residents who fall within 
22 protected categories from 
various types of workplace 
and residential discrimina-
tion. The new law makes care-
givers one of these protected 
classes.

Michael S. Arnold, an at-
torney with Mintz Levin, 
stressed in an article for the 
National Law Review that city 
employers must be studious in 

understanding how the new 
laws can conceivably affect 
their businesses.

“It’s one thing to make 
sure managers do not treat 
employees differently based 
on gender or parental status,” 
he wrote. “It’s another thing 
to make sure they realize that 
the law now goes one step fur-
ther to protect anyone who has 
direct and ongoing caregiving 
responsibilities.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 4 

Caregiver
Continued from Page 5 

Schools

Compassionate Care for Four Generations   
Every funeral detail is handled according to each family’s 

personal and religious preferences.

Specialists in FDIC Insured Pre-Plans
Many Jewish families are turning to Sinai Chapels experienced counselors to establish a Pre-Plan.  

With a Sinai Pre-Plan, families are relieved of dealing with making arrangements at a difficult time.  
Sinai’s Pre-Plan counselors will meet with you at the Chapel, or in the comfort of your home.

Sinai Chapels | 162-05 Horace Harding Expressway | Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 
718.445.0300 | 800.446.0406 

www.JewishFunerals.com
We are here 24 hours to serve your family.

police were notified.
When police went to the 

defendant’s home soon after-
wards, Murray admitted that 
he knew what was on his screen 
saver and had been exchang-

ing files of child pornography 
with others on the Internet for 
nearly five years, according to 
the charges. A forensic analy-
sis by the NYPD’s Computer 
Crime Squad revealed the de-
fendant’s computer had more 
than 300 images of children 
between the ages of 2 and 3 be-
ing sexually abused.

“It is vitally important for 

the public to realize that these 
photographs depict real chil-
dren who have been sexually 
abused,” Brown said. “They 
are youngsters who will for-
ever be emotionally and physi-
cally scarred by what hap-
pened to them, The defendant 
will be incarcerated and will 
be required to register as a sex 
offender upon his release.”

Porn
Continued from Page 22 

be open to the public before 
and after school hours.

Students and faculty, 
including MS 72 Principal 
Omotayo Cineus, were on 
hand to dip shovels into the 
freshly unearthed ground. 

During the ceremony, Cineus 
expressed her appreciation 
for the allocation of funds to 
pay for the new playground.

“We look forward to the 
future use of this new play-
ground, which will afford the 
young people of Catherine 
and Count Basie Middle 
School social, emotional, ath-
letic and academic experienc-
es and memories,” she said. 

Continued from Page 20 

Playground

For more hyper-local Queens news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit TimesLedger.com.
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Rates as low as

5.95%
 APR*

MCU Personal Loans - 
a simple solution.

* APR= Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction as 

method of repayment. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment through payroll deduction or 

direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $19.31 on each $1,000 borrowed at 5.95% APR. 5.95% APR available for amounts up to $15,000. 

Higher loan rates apply for amounts in excess of $15,000. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org

Planning a
wedding

Consolidate
bills

New furniture 
or appliances

To meet your important or unexpected needs:

Facebook.com/nymcu @NYMCU_News
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY MICHAEL SHAIN

At the Queens Public Library in Flushing, scores of adults who have earned their high school equivalency diplomas this 
year get the graduation ceremony they never had, with U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (r) and other officials leading the cheers.  

Courtesy of Rep. Meng

That famous son of Hollis, "Shark Tank" star Daymon John 
(r), comes home to York College in a special interview series 
sponsored by the Queens Public Library. Decked out in his 
own fashion line, Fubu, the style entrepreneur talked to DJ 
Ralph McDaniels.  Photo by Nat Vaentine

The Queens Bar Association, now in its 139th year, swore in 
the organization’s new incoming president, Gregory Brown 
(r), during its annual dinner. George Nashak, Jr., the outgo-
ing president, does the honors. Photo by Walter Karlin

Academy Award-winning actress Hilary Swank (l) congratu-
lates Dimple Belani (c), 17, of Bellerose and Cole Faller (r), 13, 
of Roslyn Heights on being named New York's top two youth 
volunteers for 2016 by The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. Courtesy of Prudential

The Bangladesh Independence Day celebration in Jamaica 
Hills brings out hundreds of marchers to mark the nation's 
45th anniversary.  Photo by Nehere Siddiqueee

After an insider's tour of the U.N. last month,  the sev-
enth grade class at PS 113 in Glendale gets a visit from, 
Singapore's ambassador about the work of diplomats, part 
of the NYC Junior Ambassador's program run by the Mayor's 
Office of International Affairs.  Photo by Michael Shain

Putting their best foot forward, moms and kids at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Bayside work on Mother’s Day cards at a craft 
workshop. Those yellow footprints are the beginning of a 
keepsake card.  Courtesy of St. Mary’s
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because they can pay to have their 
windows replaced a second time.

Only rich people 
can afford poor 
windows…

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum 
purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject 
to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. 
Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by 
third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal 
by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. 
NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County License#:H-11942-07-00-00. 
Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *See the Renewal by Andersen 20/2/10 limited warranty for details.

1-800-400-0807
Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

Limited Time Offer!

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

ties
hs.

Plus 
Don’t pay anything for one year   

with our  financing1

SAVE $299 SAVE $749
ON EVERY WINDOW1 ON EVERY PATIO DOOR1 

Don’t cut corners by choosing a 
low-end vinyl window. 
 Low-end vinyl windows and patio doors can 
discolor, look horrible and often have to be 
replaced again in just a few years.

We’re the company that replaces 
other replacement windows. 
Our windows ’ composite Fibrex® material 
is two times stronger than  vinyl, performs 
better and lasts longer.*

We are the full-service replacement 
window division of Andersen. 
Don’t deal with multiple companies running 
all throughout your house;  we’re the 
window company that does it all—we sell, 
build and install.



TIMESLEDGER, MAY 13–19, 201636    TIMESLEDGER.COMBT

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Technology meets education with design
Energy-efficient construc-

tion is celebrating one more 
milestone. It is now possible 
to build a facility — perhaps 
even a home — that is able to 
produce, on site, as much en-
ergy as it uses over the course 
of a year. 

Demonstrating this is the 
opening last year of the Rich-
ardsville Elementary School 
in Bowling Green, Ky., the 
first net-zero school in the 
United States. This achieve-
ment includes features like 
solar power and an innova-
tive concrete wall system. To 
date, the entire building has 
achieved efficiencies beyond 
all expectations. 

“Richardsville Elementary 
was built at costs comparable 
to other conventional schools 
in Kentucky,” said principal 
architect Kenny Stanfield at 
the Louisville location of Sher-
man, Carter, Barnhart Ar-
chitects, the lead firm on the 
project. “And yet, it has lower 
operating costs than compa-

rable schools; in fact, it has no 
energy costs. This school be-
gan saving dollars on its first 
day of operation.”

One of the suppliers also 
explained that any construc-
tion project today can aim at 
net-zero, but to do it cost-effi-
ciently, the building envelope 

must deliver maximum insu-
lation. The walls of Richards-
ville, therefore, are built with 
a technology known as ‘insu-
lated concrete forms’ (ICFs), a 
system that replaces the tradi-
tional building methods. 

“This school sets a stan-
dard that can be applied to 

homebuilding too,” says Todd 
Blyth at Nudura, supplier of 
the ICFs. “If, at the outset, all 
building decisions are made 
carefully regarding the walls, 
windows, roofing, water man-
agement, ventilation and in-
door climate control, you are 
well on your way to completely 
offsetting energy consumption 
— and big operating costs.”

Here are a few of the net-ze-
ro design components of Rich-
ardsville Elementary:

• A roof designed with 
40,000 solar panels that con-
vert solar power to electricity 
and deliver clean, renewable 
energy back to the community 
grid.

• Geothermal heating and 
cooling for environmentally 
responsible efficiency. 

• Walls of concrete. The 
Nudura system (nudura.com) 
is comprised of stay-in-place, 
pre-assembled blocks, steel 
reinforced, and then filled 
with concrete. It replaces tra-
ditional building methods. 

The durability and energy ef-
ficiency of concrete has shown 
to reduce energy costs up to 70 
percent. Better still, the entire 
structure (www.nudura.com) 
is reported to be up to nine 
times stronger, with far more 
fire protection and with far 
more sound insulation.

• Ventilation includes a 
CO2 monitoring system to 
keep good air quality indoors 
and allow no more outdoor air 
than necessary.

• Positioning is north-south 
allowing for effective day 
lighting (without glare) so that 
all artificial lighting can be 
off during 70 percent of school 
hours.

• Computers are wireless. 
Five carts, each loaded with 30 
laptops, save energy as well as 
the wiring and construction 
of a dedicated computer lab. 
Laptops use a fraction of the 
energy used to run a typical 
desktop computer.

End of semester means it’s time to move back home
If you or someone you care 

about is among the 20 million 
students the U. S. Department 
of Education predicts will 
graduate this year, congratu-
lations.

Now, it’s time to contem-
plate your next move: the one 
out of the dorm or campus 
apartment. To help, here are 
a few tips from the experts:

• Reserve the right truck 
well in advance. For most stu-
dents, a 12- or 16-foot truck is 
right for the job. Just remem-
ber, you’re not the only one 
moving out. Try to reserve 
the truck and any accessories 
— boxes, packing tape, bubble 
packing material, moving 
blankets, hand trucks and so 
on — at least two weeks in ad-
vance.

• Plan your travel time. 
Take into account the time of 
day, likely traffic patterns and 
stops.

• Get used to the truck be-
fore you drive away. Familiar-
ize yourself with the truck’s 
switches and gauges. Adjust 
the seat and side mirrors so 

they match your height and 
comfort zone.

Remember, it’s likely to be 
taller, wider and heavier than 
the vehicle you’re used to driv-
ing. That means you may have 
to drive more slowly and take 
extra precautions, particu-

larly on turns. Also, be aware 
that trucks have oversized 
blind spots. Know where these 
are.

• Take a close look at your 
rental agreement. Most in-
clude language from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 

that prohibits the “carrying or 
hauling of explosives and oth-
er dangerous articles.” That 
means you can’t pack paint, 
chemicals and cleaning mate-
rials, flammable solvents, pro-
pane, gasoline and the like.

• Be sure to insure yourself. 

Most insurance and credit 
card companies won’t cover 
truck rentals. You may want 
to sign up for additional cover-
age options to protect yourself 
and your belongings.

• Don’t pack everything. 
Items you may need to grab in 
a hurry—such as paperwork, 
credit cards, identification, a 
change of clothes, drinks and 
snacks—should be kept close 
at hand in a travel bag with 
you in the cab.

• Pack it right. Load the 
heaviest items on the truck 
first. Always bend your knees 
and lift with your legs, never 
your back.

• Buddy up. Sharing the 
ride with a friend can help to 
defer some of your truck rent-
al costs and the driving and 
provide some extra help with 
your boxes.

• Use discounts through 
AAA.

• For safety’s sake, park 
only in well-lit areas and keep 
a padlock on the rear door. 
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ED SCHAUDER has almost 30 years of 
experience handling complex corpo-
rate and finance transactions. Ed has 
maintained a sophisticated corporate 
and finance practice, advising clients 
in mergers and  acquisitions, venture 
capital, public and private debt and 
equity offerings, PIPE transactions, 
leverage buyouts, SEC compliance 
and general corporate planning. 
Throughout his career, Ed has also 
been intimately involved in both the 
legal and business side of the sports 
and entertainment industries. Prior to 
joining Steiner Sports, Ed conceived 
and implemented a unique concept in 
sports marketing. By forming incor-
porated entities made up of members 
of championship sports teams or 
professional athletes linked together 
by similar accomplishments, he cre-
ated programs to protect and market 
their intellectual property. From initial 
contact with the athletes to obtain-
ing licensing rights, corporate spon-
sorships, endorsements, autograph 
memorabilia deals and appearances, 
Ed represented some of sports histo-
ry’s most beloved and storied teams, 
including the 1969 Mets, 1977 Yan-
kees, 1972 Miami Dolphins, 1980 
United States Olympic Hockey Team, 
and 1986 Giants. Ed has extensive 
experience building and protecting 
sports properties while raising money 
for numerous worthy charities in the 
process and is considered an expert 
in sports licensing.

Ed formerly was a Partner and the 
Chairman of the Sports and Enter-
tainment Practice Group at Sichenzia 
Ross Friedman Ference LLP.

Ed is a recipient of the prestigious 
2016 Ellis Island Medal of Honor.

Sports and Entertainment 
Experience

For almost 30 years, Ed has nego-
tiated sponsorship and endorse-
ment agreements in transactions 
involving some of the most iconic 
athletes, entertainers and brands of 
our generation including: the 1969 
Mets, 1980 Olympic Hockey team, 
Tiger Woods, Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, The Cleveland Cavaliers, Derek 
Jeter, Mariano Rivera, Manchester 
City Football Club, Mike Tyson, Alex 
Rodriguez, 1994 New York Rangers, 
David Wright, Walt “Clyde” Frazier, 
Larry Bird, Odell Beckham, Jr., Triple 
Crown Winning Jockey victor Espino-
za and countless Hall of Famers in all 
major sports league. Ed Has also rep-

resented Steiner Sports for the past 
5 years including Steiner’s player 
agreements and partnership agree-
ments with the New York Yankees, 
Madison Square Garden, the Boston 
Red Sox, Notre Dame and Syracuse 
Universities and the Brooklyn Nets. 

Charitable and Pro Bono 
Representations

League Baseball Players Association 
and served as its General Counsel.

Police and Fire Games and was re-
sponsible for negotiating all of their 
sponsorship, endorsement, licensing, 
marketing and venue agreements.

Speaking Engagements / 
Other Activities

Ed has appeared on “Good Morning 
America” and numerous sports cable 
network shows and has been a fre-
quent guest on WFAN Radio. He has 
been featured and quoted in numer-
ous sports industry periodicals and 
national newspapers and magazines. 
Ed is also on the editorial board and is 
a frequent contributor to Professional 
Sports and the Law, a periodical that 
is distributed to General Counsel of 
major sports leagues and their fran-
chises and the Sports Litigation Alert. 
Ed is also a member of the New York 
City Bar Association and the Sports 
Lawyers Association.

EDWARD SCHAUDER
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT LICENSING & GENERAL COUNSEL 

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn Paper 
Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and 
the New York Daily News’ Gersh 
Kuntz man every Thursday at 4:45 for 
an hour of talk on topics Brooklynites 
hold dear.

Each show will feature in-studio 
guests and call-out segments, and 
can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century &  
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED
GS

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

WA

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622
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BY TAMMY SCILEPPI

The Queens Council on the Arts 
is still fab at 50.

To mark QCA’s 50th birthday, a 
celebration of Queens’ cultural vi-
brancy is set for May 26 at LIC Land-
ing.

Since its inception, QCA has 
made the arts accessible to all 
Queens residents by expanding cul-
tural opportunities—from concerts 
to dance performances and live the-
ater—in neighborhoods throughout 
the borough.

It all started in April 1966, thanks 
to visionary and arts lover Jeanne 
Dale Katz.

“My mother founded the Queens 
Council on the Arts with the objec-
tive of supporting our borough’s ar-
tistic community and promoting the 
development of the arts right here in 
Queens,” Borough President Melin-
da Katz said. “The council’s mission 
remains as important today as it 
was when it was established nearly 
50 years ago.”

Jeanne Dale Katz knew she 
couldn’t transform Queens’ arts 

scene on her own. So, she teamed up 
with the borough’s leading organiza-
tions to help emerging artists and 
arts groups present diverse cultural 
resources.

The QCA chairwoman was a 
constant presence throughout the 
borough. In September 1967, a Long 
Island Press photo showed her at a 
tape-cutting ceremony with local 
officials to celebrate the launch of a 
new service at Macy’s in Elmhurst, 
the NYC Queens Cultural Informa-
tion Center booth. Sponsored by 
QCA, it provided the public with info 

on music, art, theater, lectures and 
other events in New York City, espe-
cially in Queens. 

Another L.I. Press photo that 
year captured Katz chatting with 
two members of QCA’s steering 
committee during the planning of a 
fund-raising kickoff at which many 
different kinds of artists would be 
performing. The event was held a 
week before the council’s first bor-
oughwide arts festival.

The fest boasted a full produc-
tion of Carmen by Messina Opera 

Continued on Page 45

BORO’S
GOLDEN  AGE

Queens Council on the Arts celebrates 50th anniversary of bringing culture to residents

Jeanne Dale Katz (c) at the opening of a cul-
tural information booth at the Elmhurst Macy's 
in September 1967. Katz founded the Queens 
Council on the Arts the year before.  
Photo courtesy Office of the Queens Borough President
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PRODUCTIONS

“Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid” —  Take a 
dip under the sea with 
the Andrean Players as 
they present the musical 
adaptation of the hit Disney 
animated fi lm about a 
mermaid who just wants to 
be part of our world. 
When: Through May 22
Where: Andrean Hall, 35-60 
158th St., Flushing
Website: www.andreanplayers

“Passing Strange” — This 
autobiographical musical, 
written by Stew, tells the story 
of a young African-American 
artist traveling through Europe 
on a journey of self-discovery. 
When: Through May 21
Where: Little Theatre, 
LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: www.lpac.nyc

“The Dining Room” —   A. R. 
Gurney’s comedy of manners 
takes the stage at the 
Douglas Community Theatre. 

The play revolves various 
families who, at different 
times, own the same dining 
room furniture set. 
When: Through May 21
Where: Zion Episcopal 
Church Parish Hall, 
Church Street and 
Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston
Cost: $17/adults, $15/seniors 
and students with ID
Contact: (718) 482-3332

“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” — The 
Astoria Performing Arts Center 
presents the recent Broadway 
musical about a group of 
sixth graders competing to be 
crowned top speller. 
When: Through May 28
Where: APAC, Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church, 30-44 Crescent St., 
Astoria
Cost: $18/adults, $12/
students and seniors
Contact: (718) 706-5750
Website: www.apacny.org

Answers in Sports

Minimum of 25 People  
Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad 
or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, Beer, with Soda, 

Coffee & Tea (Premium Wines $2.50 extra)
 

or whipped cream Napoleon 
Cappucino or Espresso $2.50

BUFFET    $28.95

SIT DOWN DINNER $32.95

LLLLLLeeettt UUUUUUsss CCCCCaatteerr YYYYYoouurr NNNNNNNNNeexxxttt PPPPPPPPaaarrrtttyyyLLLLLLLLLeee rr YYYYYoYoouurr  tttyyrr rtttyyyy
DDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiiicccccciiiiiioooooouuuuuussssss HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFoooooooooooddddddDDDDDeeeeeelllllliiiiii HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHoooommmmeeeemmmmaaaaddddeeee IIIIttttaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFddddeeee IIIIIIIItttttattaaaaaalllllliiiiiiaaaaaannnnnn FFFFFFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddFFFFFFoooooooooooodddddd

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

DELIVERED  
TO YOUR 

HOME/OFFICE
$19.95 pp

(min 15 people)  
(any 5 items)

▪Stuffed Shells
▪Tortellini w/
Meat Sauce
▪Cheese 
Ravioli

▪Baked Ziti
▪Eggplant 

Parmigiana
▪Sausage & 

Peppers
▪Broiled Chicken

▪Small 
Meatballs
▪Linguini, w/
Clam Sauce

▪Veal Marsala
▪Pasta with 

Broccoli
▪Chicken 
Pizzaiola, 

Parmigiana, 
Francaise or 

Marsala
▪Veal Broiled  

or Marsala
▪Tortellini 

Alfredo
▪Penne 
Broccoli

10% OFF DINNER
Valid only for 5 or less people per table, Not Good on Holidays. 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

ASK ABOUT OUR INDIVIDUAL TRAYS  
PRIVATE PARTY ROOM

VEAL CUTLET
Picatta  Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala  Parmigiana  Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole  Broiled  Parmigiana  

Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
 Vodka Sauce

(min 25 people) (Choose 5)

Any 5 Items

PLUS PARTY DECOR  
FOR HOME OR OFFICE!

table weight)

and stereo

- Your Party Catered  
At Our Restaurant

WHAT’S FOR DINNER?
Cast members Daniel Bubbeo (clockwise from l), 
Annette Daiell, Joseph Pepe, Michael Wolf, Sharon 
Levine and Adrianne Noroian take a break from re-
hearsing the Douglaston Community Theatre's 
production of "The Dining Room." See list-
ing under Productions for details.  

Photo courtesy Gary Tifeld
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

For many graduates, the 
thought of going back for one 
of those reunions on campus 
is enough to send them into a 
downward spiral of could’ves, 
should’ves and would’ves. 

Playwright and LaGuardia 
Community College professor 
David Rimmer is not one of 
those people. 

For Rimmer, those gath-
erings should not be about 
comparing job titles, summer-
home locations or trophy-wife 
statistics, but instead are best 
used for rekindling relation-
ships. 

“Reunions are very impor-
tant,” Rimmer said. “The con-
nections you make at college 
can be very strong.”

Not long ago, Rimmer, who 
graduated from Amherst Col-
lege, tagged along with his 
wife to her class reunion at 
nearby Smith. 

While in Western Massa-
chusetts, he noticed Amherst 

was buzzing with its own 
alumni weekend.  

Although the party was not 
for his class of 1971, he knew 
some of the younger guys who 
had been on campus when he 
was there, so Rimmer decided 
to drop in and check things 
out. 

It got the writer of the 
Pulitzer Prize-finalist play 
“Album” thinking—can a 
reunion mean something to 
a person who did not even at-
tend that school?

He attempts to answer that 
with his newest play, “The 
Reunion Guy,” which will be 
staged May 17 at LaGuardia 
Community College. 

Rimmer calls the piece 
“very scripted and improvisa-
tional,” which on the surface 
may not make sense, but dig a 
little bit and it is clear what he 
means.

Similar to the smash Off-
Broadway show, “Tony and 
Tina’s Wedding,” Rimmer’s 
play puts the audience at the 

center of a college reunion. It 
begins in the distant future 
with a 40th reunion for the 
Class of 2016 at the fictional 
Windsor College—which is 
not unlike LaGuardia, the au-
thor admits. 

Instead of unfolding on a 
stage, the story is played out 
everywhere in the room all 
at once. When audience mem-

Playwright and LaGuardia Community College professor David Rimmer's 
new play, "The Reunion Guy," will be staged next week on the LIC cam-
pus.  Photo courtesy David Rimmer

Your attendance is now requested
IF YOU GO

“The Reunion Guy”

When: Tuesday, May 17, at 
4 pm
Where: LaGuardia Community 
College Poolside Café, 
Building E, enter on Van Dam 
Street near 47th Avenue, Long 
Island City
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 482-5151
Website: lpac.nyc

Continued on Page 45

Author David Rimmer stages his interactive work ‘The Reunion Guy’ at LaGuardia College

Free Dockage  
For Boats
LUNCH  DINNER  
SUNDAY BRUNCH  
OPEN SEVEN DAYS

516.944.7900
www.LaMottas.net

10 Matinecock Ave  
Port Washington, NY

located waterfront at the  
Manhasset Bay Marina
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MUSIC

Metis Concert Series: 
“Music of Moonlight” 
— Pianist Nina Siniakova 
performs a solo concert of 
works including Beethoven’s 
“Moonlight Sonata,” as well 
as pieces from Cesar Franck, 

Robert Schumann, Serge 
Rachmaninov, James Cohn 
and her own compositions. 
When: Saturday, May 14, at 
6 pm
Where: Community Church 
Little Neck, 46-16 Little Neck 
Parkway, Little Neck
Cost: $30/general, $15/
seniors
Contact: (718) 229-2534

Ba Ban Chinese Music 
Society of New York — Take 
a trip “Along the Yangtze 
River” with pipa virtuoso 
Zhou Yi, whose instrument 
is sometimes called the 
Chinese lute, as she 
introduce performers of folk 
dance, musical storytelling 
and opera.
When: Saturday, May 14, at 
7 pm
Where: Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., 
Flushing
Cost: $16/general admission, 
$10/members, seniors and 
students

Continued on Page 44

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

May 13-19, 2016

By Ed Canty

Ritter & Others
Across
11. Test sites
5. "A ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn"
9. Bottle filler?
13. A little of a 
large lot?
14. Bigger than big
15. Bakery treat
16. Which came first ?
19. Storm area
20. Well-grounded 
birds?
21. Civics, e.g.
22. Ladder part
23. Algonquian Indian
24. Owns up to
27. Like some photos
31. "... ___ a good 
night!'
32. Dog biter
33. Italian monk
34. Post-Thanks-
giving meal
38. Fashion letters
39. Granny's other 
daughter
40. Slangy greetings
41. Mukluk material
44. Like bright nights
45. "Put ___ on it!"
46. Gouge or chisel
47. Breakfast 
beverage
50. A fish that nags?
51. A chilling idea?
54. Fonzie's do
57. Contents of 
some urns
58. It may get into 
a jamb

59. Itsy-bitsy bit
60. Cong. period
61. "A Death in the 
Family" author
62. Washington 
capital?

Down
1. Shoestring
2. Hurting
3. A French cheese
4. "Hold on a ___!"
5. All great 
crosswords have 
them
6. Accumulate,  
as a bill
7. Freudian topics
8. Always, in verse
9. Shots on lots
10. Broke ground?

11. Actress Swenson
12. Cribbage markers
15. Pumps and clogs
17. Whistler in the 
kitchen
18. Bad place for 
a frog
22. Jockey shirt 
material
23. Chin indentation
24. A.B.A. 
members
25. Drench
26. An ex of the 
Donald
27. Senator-astronaut
28. "Alas,..."
29. Certain 
computer message
30. Full of lip
32. Liquid
35. Washington city

36. Armed sea 
creatures?
37. Lab container
42. Potato pancakes
43. Tarts
44. "And what is 
-- as..."
46. California 
border lake
47. Modern info 
holders
48. "Great" English 
river
49. Academies: Abbr.
50. Dance for 
plumbers?
51. Bit of Windows 
dressing?
52. Adorable
53. Brief guesses?
55. "Apple cider" gal
56. Brazilian port

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

SPECTACULAR
S A S S F L A T G M T
I G L O O L A V E T R I O
G R A N D J U R O R R A N T
H A W A I I D I S T A N C E

T U B A D E R I D E
L I G A M E N T R U N T
O R R S T O P S E E D S
C O A S T E R A S E T U P
I N N E R D O P E O A R

D E E D S U D D E N L Y
A F R A I D A G A R

T W O E D G E D E M B L E M
B A R S G R A N D P I A N O
A R K S E M I T S U M O S
R E S R A S H M A S T

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar
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BY KEVIN ZIMMERMAN

During the last 
decade—well, pre-
“Hamilton”—Broadway 
developed a subgenre of 
seemingly lightweight 
musicals which touched 
upon surprisingly deep 
truths. 

“Avenue Q” and its R-
rated puppetry explored 
the pain of finding your 
place in the world. The 
meta-musical “[title of 
show]” followed four 
characters as they saw 
their dreams come true 
before the audience’s 
eyes. And “The 25th An-
nual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee” showed 
how a group of tweens 
struggle with disap-
pointment and setbacks 
as they fight to find their 
voices. 

To close its current 
season, the Astoria Per-
forming Arts Center has 
mounted a delightful, 
fun version of  “Spelling 
Bee,” with some stellar 
performances.

As former spelling 

champion and current 
emcee, Lindsie VanWin-
kle beautifully captures 
the personality of an 
individual clinging to—
and constantly remind-
ing everyone of—her 
past glories. 

VanWinkle also 
brings a gorgeous sing-
ing voice to the stage, 
especially when pull-
ing double duty as the 
self-centered, absentee 
mother of contestant 

Continued from Page 43 

A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYSIDE NY 11361
718.777.9292

We can accommodate parties of up to 20 people
A U T H E N T I C  K O R E A N  B - B - Q

BRING IN THIS 
COUPON FOR

20% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

FOOD PURCHASE 
Eat-in Only!

Valid through May 31, 2016 
Not valid Friday-Saturday  

Not valid Mother’s Day

45-53 BELL BLVD, BAYSIDE
718.777.9292

45-53 BELL BOULEVARD, BAYAA
718.777.9292

p

NEW OWNERSHIP
20% DISCOUNT CASH ONLY 

The cast of Astoria Performing Arts Center's production of "The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee" performs one 
of the show's musical numbers.  Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

Settle in for a good spell at APAC musical
IF YOU GO

“The 25th Annual 
Putnam County 
Spelling Bee”

When: Through May 28
Where: Astoria 
Performing Arts Center, 
Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church, 30-
44 Crescent St., Astoria
Cost: $18
Contact: (718) 395-
1575
Website: www.apacny.
org
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Olive Ostrovsky, an 
equally glorious Becca 
Andrews, in “The I Love 
You Song.”

Billy Lowrimore as 
comfort counselor Mitch 
Mahoney—who provides 
a juice box and encourag-
ing words to eliminated 
spellers—possesses one 
of the most magnificent 
singing voices heard on 
a Queens stage in quite 
some time. 

And, while it would 
be easy to play Mitch, 
who is performing the 
community-service ele-
ment of his parole at the 
bee, as a cartoon thug 
Lowrimore grounds 
Mitch in reality and 
finds the humor in the 
role organically. 

Matt Welsh wrings 
plenty of laughs out of 
his role as Vice Princi-
pal Douglas Panch, who 
is returning to the bee 
after some sort of mental 
breakdown. Welsh also 
has most of the funniest 
lines as the official word 
pronouncer and defini-
tion provider. When one 
of the spellers receives 

the word “cow” and asks 
for a definition, Welsh re-
sponds, “It’s a cow.”

Director Dev Bond-
arin keeps the evening 
humming along with the 
right mix of straight hu-
mor with a side of pathos. 
She has opted to split the 
usual one-act show into 
two with a 10-minute in-
termission and this new 

version works just as 
well without a loss of mo-
mentum. 

Tim McMath’s set has 
perfectly nailed the fic-
tional Putnam County’s 
middle school gym/au-
ditorium complete with 
basketball hoops and 
championship pennants 
hanging from the raf-
ters. 

Spelling
Continued from Page 43 

The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

Featuring vendors for
DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa, Limo & Gifts

Come meet our amazing vendors,  
have a private tour of our historic mansion and taste the wonderful  

cuisine the chef and his culinary staff have prepared for you.

63-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston, NY 11363

718.224.8787

Billy Lowrimore plays comfort counselor Mitch Mahoney 
in APAC's production of "The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee." Photo courtesy Michael Dekker

Contact: (718) 463-7700
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Music in the Garden: 
Quintet of the Americas 
— The acclaimed group 
returns with “A Celebration 
of Nature,” featuring works 
by Duke Ellington, George 
Gershwin, James Cohn, 
Villa-Lobos and other 
works from Latin and South 
America. 
When: Sunday, May 15, at 
2 pm 
Where: Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, 
$2/students with ID and 
children over 3
Contact: (718) 886-3800
Website: www.
queensbotanical.org

Taikoza Concert in the 
Park — Taikoza pays tribute 
to Japanese traditional 
music with the large Taiko 
drums and bamboo fl utes. 
When: Friday, May 20, at 
6 pm
Where: Lost Battalion 
Playground, 93-29 Queens 
Blvd., Rego Park

Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 263-1163
Website: www.nycgovparks.
org

FILM

And the Beat Goes On: 
Music Making on Film 
— In conjunction with 
its exhibition about the 
Ramones, the Queens 
Museum has planned a 
nine-week fi lm series 

exploring the evolution 
of musical performers on 
celluloid. On May 18, the 
fi lm is “Music and Lyrics,” 
starring Hugh Grant and 
Drew Barrymore.  
When: Wednesday, May 18, 
at 2 pm
Where: Queens Museum, 
New York City Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park
Cost: Free with museum 
admission, $8/adults 
suggested, $4/seniors 

Continued from Page 42 

Arts

SOUNDS OF CHINA
Pipa performer Zhou Yi leads a program on 
the Chinese lute celebrating the music and cul-
ture of China at Flushing Town Hall this weekend. 
See listing under Music for details.  

Photo courtesy Jerry Lo
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bers enter the space, 
each one will be given 
a name tag. Actors 
dressed as cater waiters 
will pass around trays 
of food and drinks. 

As the proceedings 
get underway, the col-
lege bestows the title 
of “Best Alum” on the 
main character. 

Then, through a se-
ries of flashbacks, it 
becomes clear that this 
man never attended the 
school. 

The audience learns 
that years ago this “Re-
union Guy” was taking 
a walk on the Windsor 
campus and came upon 
a reunion celebration. 
He noticed a beautiful 
woman, immediately 
fell in love with her, 
and decided to stick 
around. 

“He is living a simple 
life,” Rimmer said. “Ev-
eryone else is obsessed 
with making money, 
but he has peace and 
serenity. And he helps 
bring out the best in 
people.”

Rimmer categorizes 
the script as a comedy 
which touches on is-
sues of life and death, 
crisscrossing through 
75 years.

Actors will stick to 
the basics of the script, 
but depending upon in-
teractions with the “re-
union attendees,” any-
thing could transpire, 
Rimmer said. 

“That’s the great 
thing about theater,” 
Rimmer said. “It is the 
only [art form] left that 
you don’t know what is 
going to happen.”

The main cast in-
cludes 12 speaking 
roles, comprised of pro-
fessional actors along 
with LaGuardia profes-
sors and staff members. 
Students will take on 
supporting, chorus-type 
roles and help move the 
audience to where the 
action is. 

“They’re from all 
disciplines of LaGuar-
dia, including theater 
majors,” Rimmer said, 
“and people from my 
English and liberal arts 
classes, whose major, 
or at least biggest ex-
tracurricular, is adven-
ture.”

Continued from Page 41 

Reunion

TICKETS: $35; $30 seniors (62+) and students with ID;
$10 children (12 and under).

www.QueensOratorio.org or call 718.279.3006
Paula Rocheleau

soprano
John Easterlin

tenor
Vaughn Fritts
bass-baritone

Philip Brisson
organist

Queensborough Performing Arts Center
222-05 56th Avenue, Bayside, NY

David Close
artistic director & conductor

ORATORIO SOCIETY OF QUEENSORATORIO SOCIETY OF QUEENS
ANNUAL SPRING CONCERTANNUAL SPRING CONCERT

Sunday, May 22, 2016
at 4 pm

FAURÉ Cantique de Jean Racine
FRANCK Psalm 150

FAURÉ Requiem SAINT-SAËNS Symphony No. 3, 
Opus 78, (“Organ”), Final movt

Company and a students’ 
opera appreciation pre-
sentation of excerpts 
from the same work. 
The Queens Symphony 
Orchestra, the Jamaica 
Symphony Orchestra 
and the Queens Festival 
Orchestra all had sched-
uled performances.

The 1970s saw Queens’ 
early transformation into 
an arts and entertain-
ment hub, as the council 
fostered the development 
of the Queens Museum of 
Art, Jamaica Center for 
Arts and Learning and 
Colden Center, among 
other vital institutions. 

Great things started 
happening in 1977, when 
QCA began to adminis-
trate the city Department 
of Cultural Affairs’ Great-
er New York Arts Devel-
opment Fund, to which it 
soon added the New York 
State Council on the Arts 
Decentralization Program 
funds. QCA has always 
played a key role in direct-
ing city, state, federal and 
private funds to Queens’ 
emerging artists and or-

ganizations for the benefit 
of the community.

Serving local commu-
nities over the decades, 
QCA has been an inspi-
ration to thousands of 
creative New Yorkers 
and community-based 
nonprofit organizations 
who have benefited from 
its services. More than 
$2 million in grants have 
been awarded to local 
artists and arts organi-
zations since the Coun-
cil’s inception. 

A key element of the 
council’s raison d’etre is 
supporting diversity in 
the arts, as it reaches out 
to emerging immigrant 
artists who need a help-
ing hand. In recent years, 
QCA has offered a vari-

ety of programming and 
events, including Project 
Diversity Queens, the 
Individual and Teaching 
Artist Initiatives and the 
Arts in the Schools grant 
program. 

“Queens Council on 
the Arts is thrilled to be 
celebrating 50 years of 
supporting the arts in 
Queens at ‘FAB@50,’ our 

50th anniversary dance 
party on the Long Island 
City waterfront,” Execu-
tive Director Hoong Yee 
Krakauer, said. “Kick 
off the next 50 years of 
great art in Queens with 
local artists, creative 
professionals, art lovers 
and people who are part 
of the growing cultural 
scene in the borough.”  

Continued from Page 39 

QCA

Jeanne Dale Katz with her husband David, who founded the 
Queens Symphony Orchestra, in an undated photograph.  

Photo courtey Office of Queens Borough President Melinda Katz

IF YOU GO
Queens Council 
on the Arts 50th 
Anniversary Party

When: Thursday, May 
26, from 6:30 pm - 9:30 
pm
Where: L.I.C. Landing, 
52-10 Center Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: $75 - $125
Website: www.
queenscouncilarts.org
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From May 16-18, the 26th 
Annual Legislative Student 
Exhibit sponsored by the New 
York State Art Teachers As-
sociation (NYSATA), with the 
support of the New York State 
United Teachers (NYSUT), 
presents the selected work of 
seniors, Joseph Affatato, Nich-
olas Aguilar, Rocco Odell, and 
William Onofre.

The exhibit, which features 
over 300 pieces of work from 
grades K-12, will be displayed 
from Monday to Wednesday, 
May 16-18 from 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m. with the exception of 
Wednesday, May 18, when the 
time is 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
The opening reception is sched-
uled for Wednesday, May 18 
from 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. on 
the third floor terrace of the 
legislative office building lobby 
located at: 198 State Street, Al-
bany, New York 12248. 

A special thanks to art teach-
ers, Joanna Del Giudice and An-
gela Liotta for their consistent 
dedication to art education. 
Congratulations to our four stu-
dents on their invitation to this 
wonderful event! 

For more information, 
please visit: www.nysata.org/
legislative-exhibit

Eight-years ago, Peter 
Martin, former football 
coach at both Cardinal 
Hayes and Cardinal Spell-
man High Schools, began 
the Big East Blast – a cele-
bration which recognizes 
the eight original schools 
that formed what is known 
today as the Catholic High 
School Football League 
(CHSFL). 

Over 200 former and 
present football coaches 
and players are involved 
in the Big East Blast event 
and arrive from over 13 
states across the nation. 
These men include many 
originals who have dedi-
cated themselves to the 
game that comprises their 

very soul – football. 
Formed in the 1950s, 

the CHSFL’s foundation 
was built as a result of 
many public high schools 
competing against one 
another, but not the Cath-
olic institutions. At its 
beginning, the original 

eight schools were Arch-
bishop Stepinac High 
School, Cardinal Hayes 
High School, Cardinal 
Spellman High School, 
Chaminade High School, 
Holy Cross High School, 
Iona Preparatory School, 
Mount Saint Michael 

Academy, and St. Francis 
Preparatory School. Now, 
decades later, the CHSFL 
is made up of more than 
20 local high schools. 

This year’s Big East 
Blast marked the highest 
turnout for the group. Ev-
eryone from original head 

coaches from Holy Cross’ 
first graduating class in 
1959 showed to 2006 alum-
nus and former Giants 
wide-receiver for the Na-
tional Football League 
(NFL), Kevin Ogletree. 
Coaches and alumni had a 
wonderful time reminisc-

ing with lots of laughs at 
the 2016 Big East Blast. 
The football fanatics 
spoke of the glory days 
on the field and how their 
love of the game is truly 
embedded in what makes 
them who they were and 
who they have become. 

We thank these men 
for their long-standing 
commitment to Holy 
Cross High School and all 
schools. Additionally, we 
thank them for expend-
ing much of their lives to 
playing many great games 
and forming thousands of 
amazing football players. 
Well done, gentlemen!

Authored by Dr. Teresa 
Augustyniak

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Holy Cross is Invited to the 26th Annual 
Legislative Student Exhibit in Albany

Holy Cross’ 2016 Big East Blast Football Reunion
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Safety should be a top pri-
ority for everyone sharing 
the road, including cyclists, 
drivers and pedestrians. 
The following are a few tips 
each of those groups of trav-
elers can employ to ensure 
the roads stay safe for every-
one.

Cyclists

same traffic rules as auto-
mobile drivers. Stop for red 
lights and stop signs, signal 
lane changes or turns, and 

drive on the correct side of 
the road.

Oftentimes, drivers exit 
their vehicles and do not 

or cyclists. You can be hit by 
a swinging car door.

-
able as possible. This could 
include using a light or horn 

presence to drivers.

and other applicable safety 
equipment.

it is safe to ride. 

child) if it is not designed to 
do so. Riding on the handle-
bars or behind the cyclist 
can be dangerous.

headphones while cycling. 
You want all of your senses 
to be available to avoid ac-
cidents.

-
ers’ blind spots so you’ll be 
more visible.

injure pedestrians.

Pedestrians

-
rection of traffic.

all traffic has stopped before 
crossing the road or step-

not pulled out into traffic.

pedestrians running to
catch a bus or stepping out
into traffic after exiting a 
bus. Remember, there will 
be another bus behind the 
one you’re chasing and safe-
ty is more important.

-
ing at night.

interstates on foot. 

SAFETY NOT JUST DRIVERS’ RESPONSIBILITY
ADVERTORIAL
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Sports

BY TROY MAURIELLO

The Construction offense 
celebrated Cinco de Mayo 
with a hit parade.

In a matchup featuring 
the top two softball teams 
in the PSAL Queens A Divi-
sion, the Red Hawks scored 
early and often en route to a 
decisive 14-0 run-rule victory 
over host Bayside May 5.

“It was very good, because 
we score right from the begin-
ning and kind of demoralize 
teams, so that’s something 
we’ve been working on,” Con-
struction coach Marco Migli-
accio said. 

The win clinched a ninth-
straight division champion-
ship for Construction over 
the A and B leagues as the 
young Red Hawks continue 
to exceed expectations this 
season. They will once again 

go into the postseason seem-
ingly playing their best soft-
ball.

Shortstop Lizul Portugal 
went 2-for-2 with a pair of 
walks and a game-high four 
RBI. She played a big role in 
Red Hawks rallies in both the 
first and third innings. Con-
struction jumped right on the 
board in the first with a sev-
en-run opening frame, send-
ing 11 batters to the plate.

“As soon as we jumped on 
them, that took off the pres-
sure, so… it makes it easier 
for our pitcher so she doesn’t 
have as much stress on her,” 
Portugal said.

Portugal got the scoring 
going with a double that plat-
ed catcher Kassandra Gra-
nobles, and that sparked a 
string of five straight batters 
reaching base for Construc-

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Boomer Esiason kept the 
purpose for the night close to 
his heart.   

Hanging from the CBS 
Sports football analyst and 
WFAN morning show person-
ality’s neck was a dog tag with 
Detective Joe Lemm’s face on 
the front. The dog tag was giv-
en to him by Lemm’s widow, 
Christine. 

The inscription on the back 
included the date of Lemm’s 
death and his line of duty with 
the military, along with the 
words “Heroes Live Forever.” 
Lemm also assisted at Ground 
Zero after 9/11.

“Just sitting with Christine 
and talking about the whole 
thing, what her life has been 
like since Joe’s death, brought 
me back to 9/11 and how many 
people we lost that day,” Esia-
son said. “When you hear her 
voice, you just realize this is a 
great, great loss.”  

Esiason and co-host Craig 

Carton wanted to help remem-
ber the life and help the famly 
of the former NYPD detec-
tive and Air National Guard 
member, who was killed on 
Dec. 21 when a suicide bomber 
rammed a motorcycle packed 
with explosives into his patrol 
car in Afghanistan. The duo, 
along with St. John’s men’s 
basketball coach Chris Mul-
lin, hosted a celebrity basket-
ball game in front of a crowd 
of 3,000 at Carnesecca Arena 
May 6 with all proceeds ben-
efiting the Lemm family.

“Joe Lemm was a hero,” 
said Esiason, who coached the 
celebrity team. “He was an 
American hero... So you can 
imagine what this loss means 
to his family and means to the 
family of the NYPD.”

The 45-year-old Lemm, 
nicknamed Superman, did 
three tours of duty over-
seas and spent 15 years in 
the NYPD. He was known to 
play plenty of hoops with his 
friends and colleagues. 

His daughter Brooke sung 
the National Anthem and his 
son Ryan was carried on the 
shoulders of former Knicks 
center Herb Williams for a 
dunk before the game. Fami-
lies of other NYPD officers 
who died in the line of duty 
were also on hand.

Mullin said hosting an 
event like this was natural 
for him, coming from a family 
with deep roots in the NYPD 
and FDNY and being part of 
a St. John’s community with 
ties to blue-collar workers and 
those communities.   

“When you see these sto-
ries, these are just regular 
hard working guys providing 
for their families and they are 
protecting us.”

A host of celebrities and for-
mer athletes came out to sup-
port the cause and participate 
in the game against a team of 
police officers. The celebrity 
team included former New 
York Giants Justin Tuck and 

Continued on Page 52 Continued on Page 52

St. John's coach Chris Mullin (c) laughs with NYPD players during a foul shot. Photo by Gina Palermo

Construction shortstop Lizul Portugal had two hits and four RBI in a 
win over Bayside. Photo by Troy Mauriello

A salute to a hero
St. John’s hosts charity game for fallen detective

Red Hawks rack up 
the runs at Bayside
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Resiliency has been the 
defining characteristic of St. 
Francis Prep’s season and it 
served the team well again in 
a game it had to win. 

Each time it appeared 
that the Terriers, who began 
the league season with three 
straight losses, had taken con-
trol of the game, Fontbonne 
Hall scored a half-inning later. 
The Bonnies even led by a run 
heading to the top of the fifth, 
but St. Francis Prep never 
gave in. 

It just kept scoring. 
“We kept hitting. We kept 

getting those runs, hit after 
hit,” said senior center fielder 
Taylor Russo, who was on base 
three times, drove in two and 
scored twice.   

The Terriers scored three 
runs in the fifth and six more 
in the sixth to pull away for an 
important 15-11 victory over 
the Bonnies in CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens softball at Dyker 
Beach Park Tuesday. St. Fran-
cis Prep collected 15 hits on 
the afternoon.

“It shows how hard we are 
working and how badly we 
want to win,” said sophomore 
second baseman Sarah Wil-
liams, who went 3-for-5 with 

three hits, four RBI and run 
scored.   

The win keeps SFP (4-4), 
which has won four of its last 
five games, in contention for 
a division title or earning sec-
ond place outright with a win 
over Archbishop Molloy in its 
season finale. 

“I’m glad they didn’t get 
into a funk after the 0-3 start,” 
St. Francis Prep coach Anne 

Marie Rich said. “You would 
have expected from that kind 
of slump they would have just 
given up. They didn’t give 
up.”

Williams’ two-RBI single 
capped the six-run sixth that 
put the Terriers up for good at 
15-7. They collected four hits 
in the frame, including a run-
scoring single for Alyssa Siess 
(two hits and two runs scored) 

and double from Russo that 
plated two. Williams, who has 
not played like an underclass-
man all season, also drove in 
runs in the third and fourth. 

“We look at her as one of us 
[the upperclassmen],” Russo 
said. “She’s a great hitter.”

St. Francis Prep, which 
also got three runs scored 
from Rebecca Colak, struggled 
to hold leads before that. SFP 

was ahead 4-0 after the top of 
the third—a frame that saw 
four runs on five hits, includ-
ing four straight against Bon-
nies ace Bianca Marletta—
and 6-4 going to the bottom of 
the fourth. Miranda Cintron, 
who was on base four times, 
chipped in three hits, an RBI 
and two runs scored. 

Fontbonne (4-4) rallied 
each time against Monica 
Zhivanaj. The Bonnies scored 
four times in the third, tying 
the score at 4-4, and three 
more in the fourth to grab 
a 7-6 advantage. Rich stuck 
with her ace at the behest 
of catcher Brianna Baglino. 
Moving forward, the senior 
allowed a three-run homer 
in the sixth to Marletta and 
a single run in the seventh to 
nail down the win.

“We were going to pull her 
and Baglino said leave her 
be,” Rich said. “I’m going to go 
with my catcher.”

The Terriers see the win as 
a chance to build some momen-
tum heading into the double-
elimination playoffs that start 
next week. Their slow start is 
long behind them. 

“It’s impressive for us,” 
Williams said. “We didn’t 
start out well this season and 
then we are coming back.”

The Mets have picked up 
right where they left off after 
a trip to the World Series, but 
while there are few reasons to 
be extra optimistic about the 
Amazin’s chances this season, 
things still look pretty good.

The Mets pitching depth is 
already a factor: Matt Harvey 
and Jacob deGrom have ob-
viously felt the effects of the 
heavy workload through the 
playoffs—the largest of both 
of their careers—and have 
had disjointed early seasons 
thanks to injuries, illness and 
a baby for deGrom. 

Still, their slow starts 
haven’t been much of a factor 
thanks to the emergence of 
Noah Syndergaard and Steven 

Matz, who both threw consid-
erably less than the other two 
last season.

Matz is 5-1 with a 2.86 ERA 
and has been stellar since a 
shaky first start. Syndergaard 
is 2-2 with an 2.58 ERA and has 
49 strikeouts in 38.1 innings. 
In addition, Bartolo Colon—
well—he’s just been Bartolo, 
as consistent as they come. All 
of that has taken some pres-
sure off Harvey and deGrom, 
who appear to be rounding 
into form. We may see the 
Mets rotation running on all 
cylinders soon.

Yoenis Cespedes is a better 
hitter now than he was at any 
point last season: The slug-
ger’s wild swings found more 
air than ball during the World 
Series against the Royals. His 
.150 average and six strikeouts 
were one of the bigger reasons 
why the Mets order scuffled. 

To Cespedes’ credit, he’s ad-
justed by working with hitting 
coach Kevin Long. He is being 
more selective—against his 
natural aggressiveness—and 

the results are easy to see. He 
has only struck out 21 times in 
his 16 games, and has blasted 
six home runs and collected 17 
RBI over his last 13 contests. 
His play, as much as Michael 
Conforto’s, has really made 

the Mets’ lineup click.
The Mets’ middle-infield de-

fense is the best in more than 
a decade: There is nothing 
flashy about second baseman 
Neil Walker and shortstop 
Asdrubal Cabrera and that is 

OK. The duo make the routine 
plays look exactly that, turn 
the double play well and have 
added range that will save 
Mets’ pitchers plenty of outs 
and extra pitches. Both are 

Joseph 
Staszewski

■

Block
Shots

Mets center fielder Yoenis Cespedes is much improved from last season and off to an MVP-like start. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

St. Francis Prep second baseman Sarah Williams drove in four runs during a win over Fontbonne Hall. 
Photo by Steven Schnibbe

For this season’s Mets, the best is yet to come

Terriers win crucial game over Fontbonne

Continued on Page 52
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Pitching has been Holy 
Cross’s biggest constant and 
strength this season, but has 
struggled to couple it with 
the other aspects of the games 
when playing against the elite 
teams in CHSAA bseball. The 
deficiencies were again evi-
dent against division leader 
Xaverian. 

“We have struggled defen-
sively all year,” Knights coach 
Steven Adams said. “Today 
again we threw a run away 
and we really haven’t hit all 
year.” 

The Clippers, who had just 
five hits and eight base run-
ners, scored all of their runs 
with the help of the stolen base 
in a 3-1 victory over Holy Cross 
in CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
baseball in Bay Ridge May 5. 
It gave Xaverian the rubber 
game and its second victory 
by two runs over the Knights. 
Cross (7-6) had won six of sev-
en before that.

“We started slow. We got 
hot for a few weeks and now 
we struggled again this week,” 
said Adams, who wants his 

pitchers to hold runners bet-
ter. “Hopefully, we can turn it 
around next week.”

His ace Patrick Morris-
sey, who beat Xaverian (11-3) 
in the first meeting, allowed 
just four hits and a walk over 
five innings of work, yet found 
himself down 1-0 after the 
first. Phoenix Hernandez, who 
singled, stole second and third 
and came around to score on a 
Daniel Ryan sac fly. The hard-
throwing Morrissey settled 
down from there, getting ag-
gressive inside and throwing 
his curveball for strikes. 

“He is going to go after you,” 
Adams said. “He doesn’t know 
what dial it down means.”

The junior got a big double 
play to wiggle out of a jam in 
the fourth, but ran into trou-
ble in the fifth on a cold, damp 
and drizzly day. The Clippers 
scored twice in the frame. They 
collected two singles, three sto-
len bases and an errant throw 
to third that brought home Joe 
Gallo. Joseph Scaramuzzino’s 
RBI single made it 3-0.

“The ball was hard to grip 
late in that inning,” Morrissey 
said. 

He got little support from 
the Knights’ lineup, which 
managed just four hits and 
squandered some early oppor-
tunities to get on the board. 
Holy Cross left two men on 
with no outs in the first against 
Xaverian starter Christian 
Allegretti. Reliever Shamus 
Connolly came on and struck 
out Matt Morgan to leave two 
more runners on the bases in 
the third with his team up just 
1-0.

“If we get a single right 
there, the game is totally dif-
ferent,” Morrissey said. 

The Knights’ lone run 
came against Alex Passare-
lla in the top of the seventh, 
when a catcher’s interference 
call scored Charlie Peponakis, 
who was hit by a pitch, from 
third. Holy Cross had the ty-
ing run on first with two outs, 
but Passarella got Shawn Har-
rison to fly out to short to end 
the game. 

Harrison was on base twice 
and leading off in the sixth was 
robbed of a double on a stellar 
defensive play from Xaverian 
third baseman Pedro Fortoso. 
His team sits two games back 

of second place in the loss col-
umn in the division, but feels 
it has proven it can play with 
anyone.     

“By the end of the year, 
we can be a top team in the 
league,” Morrissey said

Holy Cross third baseman Shawn Harrison was on base twice in a loss to 
Xaverian. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Holy Cross struggles in loss to Xaverian 

BASKETBALL CAMP
The goal of the Holy Cross Basketball Camp is to develop a 
complete basketball player. This is achieved by teaching 
proper fundaments of the game in a positive, encouraging 
environment. Sportsmanship, teamwork, confidence and 
individual drive are the keys to enjoying success both on and 
off the basketball court. These qualities will be emphasized in 
safe, supervised and enjoyable surroundings at Holy Cross.

CAMP PHILOSOPHY

For more than 60 years, Holy Cross High 
School, a Catholic secondary school for 
young men, has dedicated itself to nurtur-
ing and developing the minds and hearts 
of it’s student. Since its founding in 1955, 
more than 15,000 students have walked 
through its doors.
Chartered by the Board of Regents of 
the University of the State of New York 
and accredited by the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
schools, Holy Cross offers a full college-
preparatory curriculum. Holy Cross High 
School is sponsored by the Congregation 
of Holy Cross.

HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL
26-20 Francis Lewis Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11358

www.holycrosshs.org

SESSION I
Monday 6/27 – Friday 7/1
9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION II
Tuesday 7/5 – Friday 7/8
9:00 am – 4:30 pm

SESSION III
Monday 7/11 – Friday 7/15

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
SESSION IV

Monday 7/18 – Friday 7/22
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

ESTABLISHED IN  1986

Anniversary
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quality hitters as well.
But all is not rosy in 

Queens, despite the team be-
ing off to a 20-12 start after 
Tuesday night’s 3-2 loss to 
the Dodgers. Catcher Travis 
d’Arnaud still appears to be 
brittle and injury-prone and 
teams—after seeing the Roy-
als do it in the World Series—
are trying to run all over him. 
The team’s starting pitcher’s 
inability to hold on runners 
doesn’t help.

You can even complain 
that the Mets hit too many 
home runs and haven’t scored 
enough runs, by stringing to-
gether hits or small ball. It’s 
style we saw the Mets con-
quer last postseason against 
the Cubs.

The good signs have far 
outweighed the bad early and 
you get the sense the Mets are 
still a bit away from playing 
at peak performance. 

The Amazin’s have been 
exactly that so far and are a 
better team than the one that 
nearly won it all last Octo-
ber. 

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO

They were Amazin’!
Budding knuckleballers 

got tips from the top about how 
to improve their salads and 
salamis —while moonstruck 
moms and dads cooed and 
clapped from the bleachers—
when the New York Mets held 
a youth baseball clinic April 
30 at Citi Field.

Former pitcher Nelson 
Figueroa teamed up with in-
fielder Wilmer Flores, pitcher 
Logan Verrett, bench coach 
Dick Scott, and assistant hit-
ting coach Pat Roessler to in-
struct and boost aspiring aces 
from St. Athanasius Little 
League in Brooklyn, leaving 
the pint-sized players and their 
parents with lasting memo-
ries, said the league director.
“We loved the fact that the 
coaches and players took time 
out to give back,” said Pat 
Lawler. “They were great, and 
it was a day we’ll never for-
get!”

The Amazins’ conducted 
pitching, hitting, and fielding 
drills as part of the Play Ball 
community partnership be-

tween the New York Mets and 
SportsNet New York, which 
also awards grants, donates 
equipment, and creates vol-
unteer opportunities to turn 
kids’ baseball dreams into 
major-league reality.

Sharing his know-how with 
the next generation was a win-
win for Figueroa, who pitched 
for the Mets from 2008 to 2009, 
and is now a studio analyst for 
SportsNet New York’s pre- and 
postgame shows.

“A price can’t be placed on 
seeing the Mets players and 

coaches up close at Citi Field ,” 
said the Coney Island-born ex-
hurler who attended Lincoln 
High School. “It is a unique 
experience that they will talk 
about for the rest of their 
lives.”

SportsNet New York will 
air some of the day’s footage 
during Play Ball Week on 
May 20, providing yet another 
home-run moment for the St. 
Athanasius community.

“We’ll be watching the 
show in the coaches room,” 
Lawler said.

Big leaguer!: A St. Athanasius Little Leaguer goes to bat under hands-on instruction from New York Mets' 
Assistant Hitting Coach Pat Roessler during a youth baseball clinic at Citi Field. SportsNet New York

Mets host youth camp

Haulers!: Bench coach Dick Scott plays to a crowd of eager catchers. 
SportsNet New York

Tiki Barber, former Mets and 
SJU star John Franco, tennis 
great John McEnroe as well 
as Williams. Boomer and 
Carton’s celebrity team beat 
the NYPD 66-61, with Mullin 
making two free throws in 
the final 1:30 to put his team 
up for good.         

“It shows the great side of 
New Yorkers,” Mullin said. 
“Guys from all different 
sports [coming together.]”

They did so to support the 
memories of a hero, those he 
loved and those with whom 
he helped protect the city.

“We are just honoring 
this man, who gave his life, 
left behind a wife and two 
kids, and there is no greater 
sacrifice than that,” Carton 
said. “We are going to make 
sure people remember Joe, 
the way he probably wanted 
to be remembered as a great 
guy who likes to play basket-
ball with his buddies on the 
force.”

tion to give the Red Hawks a 
5-0 lead.

After the streak was bro-
ken, left fielder Kayla Steele 
drove in one more with an 
RBI triple, and she then came 
around to score on a single 
from Granobles, her second 
hit of the inning.

Once the first inning fire-
works concluded, Construc-
tion extended its lead to 9-0 
with two more in the second. 
From there, a five-run third 
inning put the run rule into 
effect.

In that third, all of the 
Red Hawks’ scoring came 
from the long ball. A three-
run shot from Portugal made 
it 12-0, and a two-run homer 
three batters later from third 
baseman Unique Salas com-
pleted the scoring. Bayside 
fell to 8-3.

Construction starter Clau-
dia Migliaccio was effective 
through a complete-game 
shutout win. Working with 
such a large lead, she pitched 
to contact and struck out just 
four in five innings. She al-
lowed two hits and three total 
base runners.

“That [the seven-run first 

inning] helped me a lot actu-
ally, because that put in my 
mind that we had this game,” 
she said. “As long as I just 
hold them, keep them down, 
then we should be good.”

The Red Hawks (12-1) have 
now won 11 straight league 
games since an 8-3 loss to 
Tottenville March 30. But the 
young Red Hawks and their 
coach still know that there 
are improvements to be made 
if they are to make another 
run at a city title.

When asked if his team 
was playing the best that it 
could at this point in the sea-
son, Marco Migliaccio was a 
bit cautious.

“Not yet. It’s getting there, 
it’s getting close, but not yet,” 
he said.

For all of their humility, 
the young Red Hawks still 
have to feel as though they 
have already met or exceeded 
their expectations this year, 
but now their focus is shift-
ing towards making some 
noise in the postseason.

“I feel like we have the 
potential to make it all the 
way,” Portugal said. “But 
that’s only if we’re playing 
our best and we’re playing 
together, offense and defense. 
I’m smelling final four, hon-
estly.”

Red Hawks

Lemm

Block Shots

Continued from Page 49
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kill D’Aja, but was firing at 
someone else in the bus.

“As we near the sad third 
anniversary of the death 
of this young and talented 
14-year-old, let her loved ones 
take a modicum of comfort in 
the knowledge that her killer 
has been brought to justice 
and now faces spending 
the rest of his life in prison 
when he is sentenced June 8,” 
Brown said.

The slain girl was a stu-
dent at Cmapus Magnet High 
School in Cambria Heights.

On the first anniversary 
of D’aja’s death, dozens of 
friends and supporters of the 
slain child’s family held a 
walk which formed at 116th 
Road and Sutphin Boulevard 
and proceeded to the site 
where D’aja, an only child, 
was killed

The victim’s cousin, Glen-
da Daniels, said it rained on 
the mourners.

“It was sad, but it was 
beautiful,” she said. 

Reach contributing writer 
Philip Newman by e-mail at 
timesledger@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4536.

cation toward the school that 
will be co-located, asserting 
that such actions were often 
“disruptive to school commu-
nities, creating unnecessary 
tensions and challenges to 
learning environments for the 
respective students and educa-
tors.”

Additionally, the officials 
also have concerns about the 
school’s construction, noting 
that it was not built to accom-
modate a high school such as 
the proposed charter school. 
They asserted that the school’s 
construction would make it 
impossible to separate the two 
schools during dismissals, 
making a co-location an unat-
tractive possibility.

The DOE sometimes places 
two or more schools together 
in one building or campus, 
which they term co-location. 
The DOE claims that it tries 
to use under-utilized spaces 
to create more space in school 
facilities. 

The DOE claims that IS 109 
only utilizes 73 percent of its 
full space capacity, and with 
the new charter school, the 
enrollment would be pushed 
to 105-110 percent by the 2019-
2020 school year. The Panel for 
Educational Policy is sched-
uled to vote on the proposed 
co-location during its next 
meeting on May 18. The move 
was originally scheduled for a 
vote April 16, but it was post-
poned for a month. Janice 
Berry, the PTA president for IS 
109 and an opponent of the co-
location, said she was hopeful 
that the PEP’s decision might 
be a favorable one.

“We’re pretty optimistic 
about it because they did give 
us more time, and we’ve gotten 
a lot more of the local politi-
cians involved now,” she said. 
“109 is not equipped to become 
a high school.”

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

until 2019 and it won’t be up 
and running until 2024. Plan-
ning is still it the early stages 
and the EDC wants more pub-
lic input with more visioning 
sessions scheduled over the 
next two months in neighbor-
hoods along the route.

“I am excited to see the 
interest from our community 
and hear their input for the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connec-
tor,” City Councilman Costa 
Constantinides (D-Astoria) 
said. “This visioning ses-

sion helped to ensure our 
residents participate in the 
process from the beginning 
and have a voice in shaping 
this potential network. As 
we imagine a 21st century 
streetscape and seek innova-
tive transit solutions to bet-
ter connect our waterfront, 
we must weave this project 
into the fabric of who were 
are as a community.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

mental responsibility we have 
in this work,” de Blasio said. 
“Today, I have instructed the 
Department of Transportation 
to move forward on the next 
phase of safety enhancements 
to Queens Boulevard, includ-
ing a protected lane for cy-
clists. Achieving Vision Zero 
means protecting the lives 
of everyone on our streets, 
whether they are walking, in a 
wheelchair, in a car or a bike. 
We are committed to ending 
the senseless loss of life on our 
streets, and there is no more 
potent symbol of that trans-
formation than Queens Bou-
levard. Working together, we 
will close the book on the Bou-
levard of Death and make this 
roadway a Boulevard of Life.”

CB4 had no further com-
ment following the mayor’s ac-
tion. Cycling advocates were 
thrilled with the mayor’s de-
cree. 

Transportation Alterna-
tives, which points to DOT fig-
ures that show cycling in the 
city has increased 320 percent 
since 1990, had dozens of mem-
bers in the ballroom.

“Mayor de Blasio has shown 
true Vision Zero leadership by 
restating his strong commit-
ment to protected bike lanes on 
Queens Boulevard and clarify-
ing that the DOT will move for-

ward despite efforts by some 
community board members to 
undermine the safety project,” 
TA Executive Director Paul 
Steely White said, calling into 
question CB4’s logic in leaving 
the bike lanes out of the sec-
ond phase. 

Rego Park resident Peter 
Beadle, a TA member and fre-
quent cyclist on Queens Boule-
vard, shouted “you’re going to 
get me killed” when the board 
voted.

“The mayor’s decision will 
save lives,” Beadle said. “The 
bike lane is an important com-
ponent. Stats show when you 
put in a bike lane, everyone 
is safer because you create a 
road where drivers slow down 
and pay more attention.”

Queens Bike Initiative, 
which advocates for bike lanes 
across the borough, was thank-
ful for the mayor’s maneuver.

“Queens Boulevard is a ma-
jor transportation and com-
mercial artery in our borough, 
and we believe that by includ-
ing bike lanes in the DOT’s 
plan, the city is acknowledging 
the larger social and economic 
benefit of providing cost-effec-
tive and safe transportation 
routes for cyclists,” they said 
in a statement.

Jamaica resident Lizi Rah-
man held a rally on Queens 
Boulevard right before the 
CB4 vote, at the spot where 
her 22-year-old son Asif was 
struck and killed by a truck. 
She would campaign for a bike 

lane on the boulevard for the 
next eight years. 

“I didn’t stay for the vote, 
but when I heard about it this 
morning I was devastated.  It 
broke my heart into pieces,” 
Rahman said. “But then the 
mayor’s office told me what 
he was doing and I was over-
joyed. I’m so happy that all of 
the struggles and hard work 
during the last eight years 
wouldn’t be overturned by 
those silly people.”

With her son’s bike lanes 
safe, Rahman is looking to 
support Mujeres en Movimien-
to, a mother’s group battling 
CB4’s resistance to a bike lane 
on 111th Street along the west 
side of Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park. On Saturday, 111 of 
the mothers stopped traffic on 
111th Street for 111 seconds to 
create a symbolic “safe space” 
for their children, relatives, 
friends and neighbors to safely 
cross the dangerous street.

“We would like to see pro-
tected bike lanes where we 
don’t feel afraid to ride our 
bikes with our children,” Mu-
jeres en Movimiento founder 
Veronica Ramirez said. “It is 
not a great sacrifice to reduce 
the number of car lanes on 
this street. Those that are pro-
tecting the high number of car 
lanes are forgetting about the 
potential cost in terms of lives 
lost, and the suffering of those 
that lose a loved one because of 
a crash.”

Continued from Page 1 

Co-locations

Continued from Page 1 

Queens Blvd.
Continued from Page 5 

Conviction

BQX
Continued from Page 2 

At a rally opposing a co-location of two schools in IS 109, (l-r) state Sen. Leroy Comrie, Councilman Barry 
Grodenchik and state Assemblywoman Alicia Hyndman are surrounded by students and parents from the 
school.
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In this episode of Power Women of Queens, Luchia Dragosh meets Maureen Fonseca, 
the president of Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation, the largest provider of after-
school programs to NYC public schools, based in Woodside, Queens! A graduate of Vassar 
College, Maureen holds a master’s degree and a PhD in French Literature from Fordham 
University. She began her educational career as a French and Spanish high school 
teacher and college professor. In tribute, the Masters School, where she was headmaster 
for many years, recently named their new Athletics and Arts Center after her. Maureen 
Fonseca has spent her life helping young people succeed and she still continues to serve 
that mission.

Watch Episode 7 now on qptv.org or on our channels during the month of May.

A series that highlights the female decision-maker, political leader, manager and 
scientist - as the norm, not the exception. They are everyday women, mothers, wives, 
sisters, and co-workers, whose actions have contributed to the Queens community.


